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PROCEEDINGS AT ANNUAL MEETING OF THE BOARD. 
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Organization. 


In the absence of the President, the Hon. 
John Cotton Smith, the chair was taken by the 
Hon. Theodore Frelinghuysen, Vice President, 
who called upon the Rev. Dr. John McDowell 
to open the meeting with prayer. 

A letter from the President was read, expres- 
sing regret that he could not be present at the 
meeting, and tendering his resignation as pre- 
siding officer of the Board, on account of the 
infirmities of age, but expressing his warmest 
attachment to the Board, and the great satis- 
faction he felt in still retaining his member- 
ship. 

Relative to this communication the Board 
unanimously adopted the following resolu- 
tion -— 


That this Board learn with regret that its 
venerable President, the Hon. John Cotton 
Smith, has found it necessary to resign his place 
as presiding officer of this Board; and that the 
Board cannot permit him, after having so long 
and so ably presided over its deliberations, to 
retire, without expressing their personal regard 
for his character, and their high conse of the 
value of his past services. 

Voted, That the Recording Secretary be re- 
quested to communicate the foregoing resolu- 
tion to the late President of the Board. 


Communications were also read from Hon. 
Joseph C. Hornblower, Hon. William Jessup, 
and the Rev. Drs. N. 8S. 8. Beman, J. M. Mat- 
thews, Thomas DeWitt, and Isaac Ferris, as- 
signing reasons for their absence, and expres- 
sing their continued interest in the Board and 
its objects. 

From Eleazar Lord, Esq., a letter was laid 
before the Board, resigning his place as a 
member. 

In the absence of the Assistant Recording 
Secretary, the Rev. Daniel Crosby was ap- 
pointed to fill that office during the meeting. 

Kev. A. Barnes, Dr. J. McDowe!l, Dr. Arm- 
strong, Rev. J. Todd, and Thomas Fleming, 
Esq., were appointed a committee of arrange- 
ments. 

In behalf of the Prudential Committee, Dr. 
Anderson read a statement of the business to 
be presented by them for the consideration of 
the Board. : 


Report of the Treasurer. 


The report of the Treasurer was read, with 
the certificates of the Auditors, and was refer- 
red to a committee consisting of Rev. John L. 
Grant, and Orrin Day, Thomas Bradford, John 
T. Norton, and Obadiah Woodruff, Esqs.; who 
subsequently reported in favor of accepting and 
approving the report; which was done. 
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Report of the Prudential Committee. 


Of this report only a brief abstract was read 
to the Board by the Secretaries for Correspond- 
ence; and the several parts of the report, entire, 
were referred to committees for examination, as 
follows : 

The portion relating to the Home Department 
to Rev. Dr. Woods, Rev. A. D. Eddy, and 
Rev. Dr. W. R. DeWitt. 

That relating to the missions to Africa, Greece, 
and Turkey, to Rev. President Day, Rev. J. 
Todd, and P. Perit, Esq. 

That relating to the missions to Syria, the Nes- 
torians, and Persia, to Rev. Dr. Edwards, Rev. 
T. T. Waterman, and Thomas Bradford, Esq. 

That on the missions to the Mahrattas, 
Southern India, and Ceylon, to Rev. Dr. 
McDowell, Rev. Messrs. J. G. Hamner, and 
E. Seymour. 

That part on the missions to Eastern Asia 
and the Archipelago, to Rev. Drs. Neill and 
Bates, and Peter Parker, M. D. 

The part relating to the mission to the Sand- 
wich Islands, to Rev. Dr. Hawes, Rev. B. C. 
Wolff, and Rev. David Magie. 

The portion on the missions to the North- 
American Indians, to Rev. Drs. Skinner and 
Codman, and Rev. C. C. Vanarsdalen. 

The committees on the several portions of the 
report presented by the Prudential Committee, 
subsequently made brief reports, recommend- 
ing that they be approved and adopted by the 
Board, which was done. 


The committee on the portion of the report 
relating to the Home Department presented the 
following report : 


The committee cannot, however, refrain from 
ame their deep regret that so many mis- 
sionaries have been compelled to abandon their 
respective fields and relinquish for a season their 
labors, on account of il] health and other causes, 
which have been considered sufficient to war- 
rant :heir return to their native country. Such 
temporary interruptions in the labors of the 
missionary must be expected, and will multiply 
as the eutire number of missionaries under this 
Board shall increase. Yet your committee feel 
that such painful interruptions in the labors of 
the missionary should be industriously guarded 
against, as calculated to discourage the efforts 
of the christian community at home, if not to 
cultivate the expectation and desire to return on 
the part of the missionaries themselves. 

The committee would also express their con- 
viction that it would be hazardous to the best 
interests of this Board to increase its existing 
debt, and still more to abandon or curtail the 
operations of any of its present missions. They 
feel that one and only one course remains to be 
adopted, which is, in humble reliance upon the 
blessing of God, to make increased efforts to 
augment the annual receipts of the Board. The 
number of those who contribute to this Board, 
has so gre .iy increased during the last year, at 
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the same time the evidence of returning pros- 
perity in the agricultural and commercial pur- 
suits of the country is so clear, that your com- 
mittee cannot doubt that the christian commu- 
nity, to whom this Board look for patronage, 
will cheerfully meet its demand for enlarged 
contributions during the current year. 


The committee on the part relating to African 
missions, made the following suggestions : 


The committee to whom the African missions 
were referred, see nothing in their situation to 
discourage or to dishearten. On the contrary, 
they think they see indications in Divine Provi- 
dence, which encourage us to believe that the 
way is rapidly preparing for the speedy dissem- 
ination of the gospel among all nations, and 
especially that Africa, to whom the christian 
world owes so deep a debt, is not forgotten; 
but that a brighter day is about dawning upon 
that great continent. The fact that it is found 
not to be so unhealthy to the white man as has 
been supposed, and that the centre and heart of 
that great continent is about to be opened to 
christian enterprize and christian benevolence 
by British energy and philanthropy, seem to lay 
us under additional obligations to do what we 
can for the salvation of this interesting race. 
We would therefore urge it upon the Pruden- 
tial Committee to be as prompt and as efficient 
in strengthening and enlarging the mission in 
Western Africa, as the means which the people 
of God afford them will allow. 


The committee on the missions to Southern 
Asia reported as follows : 


Your committee beg leave to suggest to the 
Board the importance of vigilant attention to 
the mission in China. If we mistake not the 
signs of the times, Providence is about to open 
the way for the spread of the gospel among the 
millions of that vast empire; and if we are not 
prepared to occupy the field, it will probably 
come into the occupancy of the power of sin, 
and our past labors in that interesting portion 
ral missionary ground be, in a great measure, 
ost. 

In regard to the mission at Singapore, it is a 
satisfaction to reflect, that some of the objects 
for which it was established have been accom- 
plished. Let us keep our eye upon it, and be 
prepared to resume our efforts there so soon 
as a wonder-working Providence shall remove 
the hindrances, which have led to the painful 
determination to suspend operations there for 
the present. 


The committce on the Sandwich Islands 
mission reported— 


That they are much gratified with the evi- 
dence here furnished, of zeal, fidelity, and suc- 
cess in conducting the important affairs of this 
mission. 

The committee find very satisfactory proof 
that the recent religious excitement in these 
Islands has resulted in great permanent good, 
as shown in the godly oo of multitudes who 
were dead in trespasses and in sins. 

Itis a very interesting fact that the largest 
churches, probably, in the world are found in 
the Sandwich Islands. 

The committee also are pleased to state, that 
a spirit of improvement seems to be manifesting 
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itself there, in the building of churches and 
school-honses, and in the liberality displayed by 
the natives towards various public objects. 

Which report the committee recommend to 
be adopted. 


Citizenship of Missionaries and their Children. 


On this subject Dr. Anderson read the follow- 
ing document : 


The Prudential Committee have no doubt, 
that the missionaries of the Board retain their 
citizenship wherever they may be sent. But 
some recent occurrences have awakened a so- 
licitude in the minds of missionaries, lest their 
claims, as American citizens, might not always 
be promptly recognized in cases of emergency. 
The leading facts hearing on the subject will 
therefore be stated, that the Board may, if it 
*hinks proper, express an opinion relative to the 
citizenship of its missionaries among the hea- 
then. 

The question relates, it will be observed, to 
the rights of persons, and not to those of pro- 
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PeThe first inquiry will natarally be, whether 
there is any thing in the nature of his mission, 
which should affect the missionary’s rights as an 
American citizen. 

1. The christian ministry, besides having an 
express divine appointment, is an original and 
essential element of all christian society. It 
forms a portion of the community—a distinct 
profession, having its peculiar and appropriate 
employments,—as much so as any of the secu- 
lar professions, whether of law, or medicine, or 
commerce. In the practice of its appropriate 
duties, the clerical profession is as much enti- 
tled to claim the protection of the government 
of its country, as any of the other classes com- 
posing the body politic. If the views which, as 
a citizen, he has a right to take of the duties 
appertaining to his profession, lead him to go 
and preach the gospel abroad, wherever he may 

‘0, he is as much entitled to the protection of 
is government, while demeaning himself like a 
good citizen, as if he were a merchant. 

2. The christian ministry exists for a two- 
fold object, viz: to sustain the institutions of the 
gospel in evangelized nations, and to propagate 
them in nations that are unevangelized. This 
has been the common opinion in all ages. In- 
deed the propagation of the gospel by the min- 
istry has a special prominence given to it in the 
Scriptures, as well as by the moral condition of 
the world hitherto. 

3. Those clergymen who engage in foreign 
missions, not only pursue a business which be- 
longs appropriately to their profession, and in 
performing which, they may of their own right, 
claim the protection of their country; but they 
are also the agents, in this business, of a very 
numerous and respectable body of citizens. 
There are many hundred thousands in our com- 
munity, who have an interest more or less in 
this enterprize of christian benevolence. ‘They 
contribute for its support. The missionary 1s 
their agent. Their rights are involved with his. 
They are partners with him in this business. 

4. The Act of Incorporation given to the 
Board in the year 1810, by the legislature of 
Massachusetts, recognizes missions to unevan- 
gelized nations as a lawful and proper work for 
American citizens to engage in. The Board is 
“incorporated and made a body politic by the - 
name of the American Board of Commissioners 
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for Foreign Missions,”—“for the purpose of 
propagating the gospel in heathen lands by sup- 
rting missionaries and diffusing a knowled 
of the Holy Scriptures.” The language of the 
charter is here used. This Act, though given 
by a single State, is practically recognized by 

1 the States in the Union as giving the Board 
an unquestionable right to receive and hold 
funds for the purpose of sending christian mis- 
sionaries to heathen nations. ‘Though this fact 
may have no direct bearing on the question of a 
missionary’s citizenship, it must be regarded as 
legalizing his business. 

5. Our national government is accustomed 
to ee passports to missionaries, knowing them 
to be missionaries, when they are about going 
forth to their work. The passports given to 
missionaries are the same as are given to other 
citizens, certifying that they are American citi- 
zens, and commending them, as such, to the 
representatives of the nation abroad, and to the 
governments of the world. Nor could these 
documents with any propriety be refused. 

There appears therefore to be nothing in the 
nature of the business, that can destroy, or 
endanger the missionary’s rights as an American 
citizen. 

The second inquiry relates to the circum- 
stances and relations, into which a foreign mis- 
sion brings the missionary. Is there any thing 
in these to destroy his citizenship ? 

1. The first fact that meets us, is his de- 
pendence on his native land. He derives his 
support from thence. He looks to those whose 
agent he is for the means of living from year to 
year. To these patrons, or rather to the mis- 
sionary Board acting in their behalf, he looks 
also for direction in his labors; and between him 
and his directors, there is an active aud inti- 
mate correspondence as long as he lives. In 
point of fact, his relations to his native land are 
as fresh and strong, so far as feeling, interest, 
and dependence are concerned, at the end of 
twenty years, as at the outset of his mission. 

2. Another fact is this, that the government 
of the country to which the missionary goes, 
never recognizes him in any other relation, than 
that of a missionary, or American citizen. He 
never becomes a citizen of the country. Indeed 
no missionary of the Board could conscien- 
tiously comply with the conditions, on which 
citizenship is conferred upon aliens in the British 
empire; and in barbarous pagan countries, there 
would be folly in the attempt to procure it. He 
never sustains any other relation to the land of 
his sojourn than that of a missionary. He is 
neither banker, nor merchant, nor trader, nor 
cultivator of the soil. He does not own even 
the house he inhabits. He has the least possi- 
ble ties to the country, the least possible hold 


upon it, that will comport with the performance | 


of his missionary work. It would perhaps con- 
duce more to the prosperity of the cause of mis- 
sions, if facts were, in some respects, less favor- 
able to the strength of this case :—if missiona- 
ries, for instance, found it easier to gain rights 
and privileges in the countries where they labor- 
ed, and had more inducement to aim at the 
permanent settlement of their families. The 
facts must be stated as they are. Even his 
children he regards as having their home in the 
father-land; he looks upon them as Americans; 
—though the laws of our country in relation to 
children born out of the country, are not what 
they should be. 

3. It is important to consider the theory of 
foreign missions, in determining the relations 
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which missionaries sustain to their native land. 
Regarded theoretically, missions are not perma- 
nent institutions. They are moveable, itinerant. 
As soon as their object is accomplished in one 
place or country, they are to be transferred to 
another. They are designed to plant the insti- 
tutions of the gospel, and then they leave them 
to the conservative influences that have been 
gathered about them. This is true theoretically, 
and it will come out in the fact, as soon as the 
church shall prosecute the work with becoming 
vigor. Missions are not colonies, they are not 
settlements; they are mere temporary instru- 
mentalities, employed indeed to accomplish 
permanent results, but having a foreign origin, 
and a foreign support, and to be withdrawn as 
soon as they can be spared. Hence the mis- 
sionary is emphatically, in the essential princi- 

le of his calling, a sojourner, pilgrim, stranger, 
aving no continuing city. 

Nothing is here claimed for the exclusive 
benefit of missionaries belonging to any one de- 
nomination of christians, but for all of every 
name. Whatever American missionary has the 
relations that have been described, be he Pro- 
testant or Roman Catholic, it is believed that 
mere absence from the country cannot weaken 
his claims as a citizen. Who doubts the Amer- 
ican citizenship of the two veteran missionaries 
now present,* who have come back to us after 
more than twenty years absence from the coun- 
try? To the impartial mind the missionary wil! 
appear the last to be prouwounced an alien, for 
devoting himself to the spiritual good of those 
who are lost in Pagan or Mohammedan dark- 
ness. If there is benevolence in teaching the 
deaf, or dumb, or blind, or in visiting the pris- 
oners, within the bounds of our owa civilized 
land, how shall we characterize that spirit 
which goes forth from this land on an errand of 
mercy to pagan men dwelling in the habitations 
of savage debasement and sin ? 

The case of the children of missionaries has 
been referred to. The attention of the Com- 
mittee has been repeatedly called, by one of the 
missions, to the United States law on this sub- 
According to Chancellor Kent, the exist- 
ing statutes recoguize only those children bora 
out of the United States as citizens, whose 
parents were citizens previous to April 14th, 
1802. Many of our missionaries were born 
since that time, and should it ever become im- 
portant to sustain the claims of their children to 
citizenship, “they will be obliged,” according 
to the learned commentator on the laws, “to 
resort for aid to the dormant and doubtful prin- 
ciples of the English common law.” 


The committee to whom the foregoing paper 
was committed, consisting of Chief Justice Wil- 
liams of Connecticut, Rev. Dr. Tucker, Thomas 
Bradford, Esq., Rev. T. T. Waterman, and 
Rev. Lyman Strong, made the following re- 
port: 


The committee to whom was referred the 
consideration of the subject regarding the citi- 
zenship of missionaries, report— 

That, as a general rule, those who are born 
in the country are citizens of the country—and 
the citizen owes allegiance to his government, 
and the goverament owes protection to its citi- 





* Rev. B. C. Meigs, of the Ceylon mission, and 
Rev. H. Bingham, of the Sandwich Islands mis- 
sion. 
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zens, and these duties are reciprocal; and in 
the country from which we derive our co1amou 
law, it has been firmly settled that their alle- 
giance is perpetual, and of course protection 
must also be perpetual. 

It is true that a citizen who goes into another 
country owes a local allegiance to that country, 
and perhaps may sometimes experience incon- 
venience from this relation. But as against a 
third power, he retains the rights of his country- 
men. In this country it has been contended 
that this allegiance may be cast off at their 
pleasure, if they choose to renounce their coun- 
try. The contrary doctrine has been holden by 
high authority. supreme court of the United 
States, however, has not adjudicated upon the 
subject. Without therefore going into that 
— it is enough to say, that mere resi- 

lence abroad has never been claimed to sever 
the ties which bind us to our country. They 
who claim the largest liberty on this subject, 
place it upon the intent, the desire, and the will 
of the person who wishes to renounce his coun- 
try. The merchant who seeks for gain—the 
soldier who fights the battles of other countries— 
and the sailor who spends his days in roving 
from shore to shore—all feel that they have a} 





country which will acknowledge them as citi- | 
zens: and the legislature, both of England and | 
of our own country, have recognized thet | 
rights, when by legislative acts, they have, in| 
certain cases, declared the children of citizens | 
born abroad to be citizens of their respective | 
countries. 

To a commercial nation, great numbers of | 
whose citizens are constantly abroad on the sea 
and on the land, the doctrine that residence | 
abroad would deprive them of citizenship, would 
be most alarming. If any such principle exist- 
ed, it would have become all-important to have 
defined what length of time would effect this | 
change, and the lagidlatuces would have been 
called upon long since to have settled it by 
legislative enactment. But we believe no such 
claim was ever made; and that as regards the 
classes of men above named, all agree that their 
residence will not change their character as 
citizens of the United States. And can it be 
claimed that the missionary stands upon a dif- 
ferent ground. We know nothing in his char- 
acter, his pursuits, or his location, which ren- 
ders him less worthy of the protection of his | 

overnment. The merchant seeks for gain for | 

imself, the soldier seeks for what he lb glory, | 
and the sailor to indulge his a 
The missionary, with untiring benevolence, | 
looks not for his own good, but the good of | 
others. He is the messenger of peace and the | 
herald of salvation. He seeks not theirs but | 
them. He looks not even for support to his 
new country, but draws his resources from his 
native land. He is, indeed, an ambassador not 
sent out by the government as their representa- 
tive, but as the representative of a great number 
of his fellow citizens, to communicate knowl- 
edge to the ignorant and happiness to the mise- 
salle. To those from whom he derives his sup- 
port, in his own land, is he accountable, and at 
their pleasure may be recalled. It is true he 
may be at a great distance from his native land, 
but not further than those who are in commer- 
cial pursuits. We see nothing, therefore, in 
his profession—nothing in his distance from 
home—nothing in his relationship to his coun- 
try, which would place him upon different 
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cial brethren. 
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While, therefore, our missionaries amidst 


their privations are cheered with the knowled 
that they have the sympathy and the prayers of 
their christian friends at home, and are recog- 
nized as brethren in Christ Jesus, they may rest 
assured that they remain fellow-citizens with us, 
and have a ~~ to the protection of a govern- 
ment, whose distinguishing characteristic it is to 
secure to all her citizens equal rights and equal 
rivileges. As to the children of missionaries, 
rn abroad, legislative interposition would be 
necessary to entitle them to similar rights and 
privileges. All which is respectfully submitted. 


The Importance of a Wider Dissemination of 
Missionary Intelligence. 


Mr. Greene read the paper given below. 


Aside from the Missionary Herald, there is no 
vehicle by which missionary information is sys- 
comatieolly and widely disseminated among the 
patrons and friends of this Board. Of this peri- 
odical, not more than 22,000 have ever, in one 
year, been circulated in this country. This 
number, if they were all equally distributed 


|| among the 3,000 churches from which the Board 


may look for its funds, would give only about 
seven copies to a church. But the manner in 
which these are distributed, leaves many whole 
churches without a single copy, and often times 
many contiguous churches, not poor nor small, 
nor in parts of the country remote or difficult of 
aecess, with not more than one or two copies 
each on an average. Yet considerable effort 
has been made to extend the circulation of this 
work : it is well received: and nearly twice as 
many copies of it are issued, as of any similar 
periodical in this country or England. Siill, 
probably less than a tenth part of those from 
whom, if they were well informed on the sub- 
ject, the Board might expect to receive patron- 
age, ever see the Missionary Herald, or m any 
other manner, obtain regular and full informa- 
tion on missionary subjects. Hence, with re- 
gard to the nature and objects of the missionary 
work, the manner of proceeding in it, the his- 
tory, success, or present state of the several 
missions, there is, even among those friendly to 
the cause, a want of information greatly to be 
lamented, and which must be removed before 
this work can be expected to move on vigorous- 
ly and rapidly. 

On looking at the measures adopted by older 
and more experienced societies in Great Britain 
for waking and sustaining the missionary spirit, 
while it is found that the whole number of pages 
issued in a year by the Church Missionary S - 
ciety, which issues most, falls short of what are 
issued by this Board by about 2,000,000, the 
number of copies of their publications much ex- 
ceeds that of ours. Of their monthly periodical 





they publish 13,000 copies; 
Annual Report, 14,000“ 
Abstract of Report, 40,000 “ 
Quarterly Papers, 68,000 
235,000 


The whole number of copies of the periodical 
publications issued by this Board the last year 
did not exceed 97,000, falling short of theirs by 
138,000 copies. ‘Though the patrons of that so- 
ciety, as a reading community, are not probabl 
to be compared with the patrons of this Board, 
— their publications reach nearly twice and a 

If as many persons. 
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Results very similar would be seen on com- 


ing the periodicals of this Board with those 
of the British Wesleyan or London Missionary 
Societies. 

On another point of comparison between the 
Board and kindred British societies relative to 
periodical publications may be useful. As 
nearly as can be ascertained from their several 
published statements, more than fifteen six- 
teenths of the publications issued by the Church 
Missionary Society, nearly or quite all those of 
the Wesleyan Suciety, and about four-fifths of 
those of the London Missionary Society, are 
what may be termed gratuitous, while less than 
one half of those issued by this Board are so. 

Of course there is a great difference between 
these British societies and this Board in respect 
to the cost of these publications to the treasuries 
of the several societies. The Church and Wes- 
leyan Missionary Societies expend each about 
$16,000 annual y in publications gratuitously 
distributed : while this Board expends for the 
same class of publications, including nearly the 
whole edition of the Annual Report, and more 
than 8,000 copies of the Missionary Herald, not 
above $7,000. So that this Board might issue 
all its publications as it now does, and, in addi- 
tion, send forth gratuitously every month 100,000 
papers of the size of the smaller penny papers 
commonly sold in the streets of our cities, and 
yet expend no more annually for gratuitous 

ublications, than the Church Missionary Society 
is accustomed to do. 

In view of these facts, the Prudential Com- 
mittee have been led to inquire by what changes 
in, or addition to, the existing periodical publi- 
cations of the Board, missionary intelligence 
might be most widely disseminated, and in a 
form and manner best adapted to produce the 
desired effect. 

The Missionary Herald, retaining substan- 
tially its present form and character, they sup- 
pose to be demanded, as a repository of docu- 
ments received from the missions, which may 
afford to its readers the essential materials for a 
full and correct history of missionary labors 
abroad. Even in this respect it is doubtless 
susceptible of much improvement, could more 
time and labor be bestowed on its materials. 
And still more might it be improved with regard 
to the extent and completeness of the informa- 
tion it communicates concerning the proceed- 
ings of other societies, and the various move- 
ments and occurrences which relate to the pro- 

ess of Christianity and human improvement 

roughout the world. In this, therefore, the 
Committee propose no other change than those 
just pe 

If all the information which such a work as 
the Missionary Herald, with all practicable im- 
provements, could enter and be read by every 
family of the patrons of the Board, the Commit- 
tee eo that the beneficial influence would 
be incalculably great, and perhaps leave little 
more to be sought for in this respect. But such 
a circulation for the Herald, cannot be at pre- 
sent anticipated. 

To meet this deficiency, the Prudential Com- 
mittee have thought it important that a smaller 
publication should be issued,—one more easily 
read, less expensive, and more capable of bein 
oe | scattered over the land:—one whic 
should at the same time give so condensed a 
view of the operations at the several missions, 
that the habitual readers of it should be kept in- 
formed of the important facts illustrative of their 
condition and progress; erabracing also, in a 
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summary form, addresses and appeals of the 

Committee, and: ‘such other matter, relating 
nerally to the progress of Christianity, as its 

imits aud other circumstances might permit. 

Such a paper seems best adapted to accom- 
plish all the objects desired. By means of 
treasurers of auxiliary societies and associations, 
pastors and officers of churches, superintend- 
ents of Sabbath-schools, agents of the Mission- 
ary Herald, members and friends of the Board, 
it was supposed that a large number of copies 
might ently te circulated, and that to a great 
extent, it might be placed in every family in 
towns and extensive districts. 

Such a ag also might be put at sucha 
price, as, while it should be little or no expense 
to the Board, it might be substantially gratui- 
tous to those who should receive it. Eight fam- 
ilies might each have twelve monthly numbers 
for une dollar. Where a church should decide 
to take it, twelve monthly numbers might for 
five dollars be placed in sixty families. 

To save the expense and trouble of sending 
out single copies, it seems desirable that not less 
than eight copies should be sent to any one ad- 
dress. It seems desirable also that payment 
should be required in advance, to avoid the 
a and loss of collecting numerous small 
bills. By distributing such a paper through the 
channels and agencies just adverted to, trans- 
portation and other incidental charges would be 
much diminished. 

Such a paper might, to a considerable extent, 
be distributed among collectors and donors, and 
others gratuitously, according to some fixed 
rate. 

To bring the subject directly before the com- 
munity, the Committee, early in August, issued 
50,000 copies of a specimen number of such a 
paper as has been described, entitled the a 
spring, which has been sent abroad extensive M 
among the patrons of the Board. Copies will 
be distributed to all the friends of the Board 

resent who desire them. So far as they are 
informed, it has been favorably received, and 
the plan approved. They propose to issue one 
or two more gratuitous numbers before the close 
of the year, and if it shall seem to be expedient, 
to begin to issue it regularly on the plan pro- 
posed, with the opening of the next year. So 
far as they have obtained information, they are 
led to suppose that there wiil be little difficulty 
in putting in circulation, through the agency of 
churches, missionary associations, etc., 50,000 
or 100,000 numbers monthly. 

Respecting the Missionary Herald, the Pru- 
dential Committee have considered the expe- 
diency of reducirg the price from one dollar and 
a half to one dollar, and sending it, excepting to 
those entitled to it gratuitously, only to such 
subscribers as forward payment in advance. 
The loss on non-paying subscribers to such a 
publication, circulated in all the States and ter- 
ritories of this Union, in Canada and Texas, 
must necessarily be considerable. Probably a 
large portion even of church members, who 
would be very scrupulously honest in paying a 
common debt punctually, when due, do not 
bring their conviction of right and duty to bear 
in any such manner on what is due on a 
tion for a periodical paper or magazine. To 
stop the Herald to such subscribers as soon as 
they get in arrears, is complained of and occa- 
sions alienation. To collect what is due is im- 
practicable, or would in various ways cost more 
than the amount obtained. The evil, so far as 
it is an evil, (for it may be hoped that the great 
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object is accomplished, even though the work is 
not paid for,) probably eannot be remedied in 
the present plan of proceeding. Probably if all 
that is honestly due to the Board for the Mis- 
sionary Herald since its separate publication 
commenced in 1821, were paid, it would nearly 
or quite extinguish the debt of the treasury, 
alarmingly great as it is. That is, the amount 
due from subscribers who have received the 
Missionary Herald, is more than $50,000; and 
if this amount thus due to the Board, should be 
paid, the debt might at once be liquidated. 

By means of the Herald and such a smaller 


publication as has been described, it is believed || 
that information on missionary subjects may be 


disseminated much more widely than hereto- 
fore, while, at the same time, the loss and ex- 
pense of the former arrangement, will be to a 
great extent avoided. 


This subject was referred to the Rev. Messrs. 
A. Bares, A. D. Eddy, J. B. Condit, and J.N. 
Danforth, and William Page, Esq.; who subse- 

quently reported as follows— 


The committee would make the —— 
suggestions. They are deeply impressed wit 
the importance of the subject submitted to them, 
and believe that the success of missions de- 
pends greatly on the diffusion of intelligence, 
and that every practicable method should be 
adopted to increase it. They reecommend— 

1. That the ‘Dayspring,’ which has been 
commenced, be published as an experiment, 
trusting that the public will not regard it asa 
substitute for the Missionary Herald; and re- 
questing that it yf be so edited, as, if possible, 
rather to promote than to diminish the circula- 
tion of the Herald. 

2. In regard to the circulation of the ‘Day- 
spring,’ the committee approve the suggestion 
in the paper, and recommend that the Day- 
spring be sent only in bundles of not less than 
eight, to companies, auxiliary societies, associa- 
tions, ete., and that payment should be required 
in advance. 

3. The committee would respectfully sug- 
est to the churches the desirableness that the 
unds for the payment of the Dayspring should 
be raised for that specific purpose, and not be 
taken from the contributions at the month! 
concert, or from the funds raised for the ordi- 
nary purposes of the Board. 

4. In regard to the price of the Herald, and 
the requirement of payment in advance, the 
committee would refer that part of the paper to 
the wisdom of the Prudential Committee. 


The Importance of Able and Learned Mis- 


sionaries. 
Dr. Armstrong read the following document. 


There is no difference of opinion among the 
friends and patrons of missions, as to the im- 
portance of eminent piety and entire self-conse- 
cration to the Lord’s work, in those who go to 
publish the glad tidings in the unevangelized 
world. But the claims of this work upon those 
to whom God has intrusted eminent talents and 
attainments, and the scope it affords for so 
employing intellectual vigor and cultivation of 
the highest order, as to promote the divine glory 
and the best interests of the world, are not, it is 
believed, so fully appreciated. 


Annual Meeting of the Board. 





Nov. 


me y J to make known to the present genera- 


tion of heathen, the way of salvation and per- 
suade them to embrace it, is an arduous work, 
If we consider their vast numbers, their igno- 
rance, their stupidity, their inveterate preju- 
dices, the deadly grasp of those systems of 
error, superstition, and vice, which have held 
them in bondage for ages, we must feel that 
those who would be fit agents of divine mercy, 
in their deliverance, need all the energy and 
wisdom which the best education can impart to 
eminent native abilities. But the missionary 
enterprize aims at far more than this. Its ob- 
ject is, not merely to make a temporary inroad, 
owever successful, into the dark empire of 
superstition, but to take permanent possession 
in the name of the Lord Jesus: not merely to 
save the present generation of heathen, but to 
=. in every land, gospel institutions that shall 
e permanent, whose blessed influences shall go 
down to posterity, and operate with growing 
power upon successive generations, till the 
second coming of Christ. 

In order to this, in many countries, rude and 
uncouth dialects must be caught from the lips of 
|a savage people and reduced to order and a 
| written form, and made fit vehicles for moral 
| and religious truth. In other countries, ancient 
| systems of science and literature and imperfect 
| forms of civilization, which the demon of error 
| has impregnated and moulded and identified 
| with his own dominion, must be explored and 
|mastered and exposed. The Holy Scriptures 
| must be translated, sometimes, into languages 
| that contain no terms to express their leading 
truths. The elements of christian literature 
|must be prepared. The rudiments of educa- 
| tion imparted. The printing-press set up, and 
| its energies so adapted and directed as to bear 
= the dark and sluggish masses of benighted 
| mind. 

As the work advances, churches must be 

formed of converts feeble and ignorant, exposed 
|to temptation and persecution in a thousand 
| novel forms, and but partially released from the 
| wayward habits and prejuc ces in which they 
| were nurtured. These churches must be watch- 
ed over and provision made for their purity and 
| growth and permanence. Native youth must be 
gathered into schools and seminaries, and pre- 
| pared, by liberal knowledge and thorough dis- 
cipline, and intelligent, devout, symmetrical 
| christian character, to be preachers and trans- 
lators and writers and superintendents of schools 
and conductors of the press for their country- 





men. 
While the missionary thus toils in laying the 
| foundations of new religious, literary, and social 
| institations for nations that sit in darkness, he 
| must preach the gospel, in season and out of 
| season, publicly, and from house to house, and 
| be ready to render to every one a reason of the 
| hope that is in him, and to meet and overcome 
| the objections, prejudices, jealousy, and open 
| and secret opposition of men of all ranks and 
every variety of character. 
Is not here a work to task the highest powers 
| and to give employment to the richest stores of 
knowledge? “If, (to use the language of a 
| document laid before the Board at its last meet- 
|ing,) if it required the collected wisdom and 
| learning of England to prepare our received 
|| version of the Bible, it surely demands not less 
| learning and wisdom when the task is to be 
performed by two or three individuals, in lan- 








guages foreign to the translators and barren of 
boa ate terms. If the highest order of in- 
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tellect and the richest attainments are required 
to train young men for the sacred ministry, and 
for other offices of instruction and influence in 
this christian country, why should we expect 
men of less ability to perform, successfully, a 
similar work in heathen Jands? If our invalua- 
ble social, literary, and religious institutions are 
to be ascribed, under God, to the uncommon 
wisdom and piety of our ancestors, how ean we 
expect similar structures to be reared by means 
of ordinary learning and wiscom, on heathen 
ground, pre-occupied by pagan institutions ?” 

And while the work of the missionary is thus 
arduous, he labors with fewer helps, and in cir- 
cumstances far less favorable to success, than 
they enjoy who toil for similar objects in chris- 
tian lands. He is shut out, to a great extent, 
from communion with congenial minds, engaged 
in kindred pursuits, and has no access to large 
libraries, and little opportunity of profiting by 
the labors of those who have preceded him in 
the various departments of christian literature 
and economics. 

Surely in such a work there is ample scope 
and an urgent call for profound original thought, 
for mental discipline, activity, and versatility of 
the highest order, and for large stores of treas- 
ured learning. 

And where can those to whom God has in- 
trusted such gifts find another field of labor, that 
promises returns so rich, as the reward of pa- 
tient, prayerful culture. If the indications of 
prophecy and providence are not deceptive, and 
the universal expeetation of those who love the 
Savior an illusion, we live at the dawn of a 
brighter day than has ever yet shed gladness 
and beauty upon our world. Preparation is 
even now making for changes more vast and 
momentous than men have ever witnessed. 
The gospel, accompanied by the Holy Ghost 
seut down from heaven, is the grand means by 
which this world shall be renovated. And the 


predicted period of its universal and final | 


triumph is not remote. How near and vital, 
then, is the connection of wise, able, and perse- 
vering efforts by Christians of the present gene- 


ration, to publish the gospel among the nations, | 


with all that is happy and glorious in that desir- 
ed and expected consummation! The fruits of 
evangelical labors now performed are not des- 
tined to pass away and be forgotten, after an 


ephemeral existence, but to endure and increase | 


till nations partake of them and live. The lights 


of truth and holiness, now kindled in the dark | 
places of the earth, are not to be extinguished | 


and their memory lost in a long and dreary suc- 
ceeding night, but to brighten, like the rising 
dawn, into a cloudless day. The fountains of 
living waters opened in parched and thirsty 
lands, by the divine blessing on patient, prayer- 
ful toil, shall flow on till the wilderness and the 
solitary places are made glad, and the desert 
rejoices and blossoms as the rose. 

Who can measure the resulis that may be 


connected with the first version of the Holy | 


Scriptures, or the preparation of the first chris- 
tian tract ina language thai has never yet ut- 
tered the praises of God! Or from the forma- 
tion of the first church of Christ in a land now 
Or trom the 


These are the immediate objects of the mis- 
sionary euterprize, and in what other work can 
genius and learning, imbued with holy love and 
guided by heavenly wisdom, find a field for cul- 


VOL. XXXVII. 


Annual Meeting of the Board. 





449 


tivation so worthy of their energies and promis- 
ing so rich a harvest. 

In past ages God has selected a few of his 
gifted servants to be his prime agents in the dis- 
pensation of his mercy to men. few master 


spirits have given impulse and directio io all 
the great revolutions that have mot “he 
earthly destiny of empires. It is reas to 
anticipate that the vast and blessed ges, 


foretold in the Bible, will be effected by similar 
means. A few men, who now consecrate to the 





service of Christ, in the missienary work, emi- 


|| nent talents and attainments, may be, te 2 mil- 
||lions of India, or China, or western r 
{;central Africa, what Moses was to t 


Israel, or Pau! to the primitive gentile cates 
or Luther and Calvin to the Reformation in the 
sixteenth century. 


The committee appointed on the foregoing 
paper, consisting of Rev. Dr. Ely, Rev. Messrs. 
B. C. Meigs, J. M. Ogden, T. Brainerd, and J. 
D. Johnson, Esq., subsequently reported as fol- 
lows : 





That they have examined and considered it, 
and are unanimous in their approbation of the 
sentiments expressed; and recommend that it be 
adopted by the Board and published, and that 
| it be particularly commended to the considera- 
tion of those who are about to devote themselves 
|to the work of missionaries among the heathen, 
and to those whose official stations in our semi- 
naries of learning give them influence in form- 
ing the character and guiding the course of can- 
|| didates for the gospel ministry, and to all who 
|| bear the commission of the Redeemer to preach 
| his gospel to every creature. 

| 


|| On Raising up a 








Native Ministry among the 
| Heathen. 
| 
| Dr. Anderson read a paper on training a 
|} native ministry, which is given below. 
|| The fact is important to be noted, that the 
|| elders, or pastors, whom the apostles ordained 
j;over the churches they gathered among the 
heathen, were generally, if not always, natives 
of the country. In this way the gospel soon be- 
/came indigenous to the soil, and the gospel in- 
stitutions acquired, through the grace of God, a 
| self-supporting, self-propagating energy. While 
| the apostles had not the facilities that we have 
|\for training men for this office by education, 
|\ they had not the necessity. ‘Among their con- 
\|verts at Ephesus, Berea, Corinth, Rome, and 
|| elsewhere, they had no difficulty in finding men, 
|; who required only some instruction in theology, 
|\and scarcely that, when endowed with miracu- 
|, lous gifts, to be prepared for the pastoral office. 
|| How they did, or would have done, beyond the 
Roman empire and the bounds of civilization, 
| we are not informed; but in the use they made 


|| raising up a native ministry. 

|| 1. This must be by means of seminaries, 
|| schools of the prophets, such as, in some form 
| or other, the church has always found necessary. 
| There should be one such seminary in each con- 
‘siderable mission. It is an essential feature of 
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the plan, that the pupils be taken young, board 
in the mission, be kept separate from eathen- 
ism, under christian superintendence night and 
day. In general the course of study should 
embrace a period of from eight to ten or twelve 
years, and even a longer time in special cases. 
Pupils can be obtained for such a course of edu- 
cation in most of the missions; but, as a nursery 
for them, it is expedient to have a certain num- 
ber of free-schools, which also greatly aid in 
getting audiences for the preachers. 

2. ‘There will be but partial success in rear- 
ing a native ministry, unless the seminary be in 
the midst of a select and strong body of mis- 
sionaries, whose holy lives, conversation, and 
preaching shall cause the light of the gospel to 
blaze intensely and constantly upon and around 
the institution. Experience shows that in such 
circumstances we are warranted to expect a 
considerable proportion of the students to be- 
come pious, 

3. The student, while in the seminary, should 
he trained practically to habits of usefulness. 
But this requires caution, and must not be at- 
tempted too soon. Those set apart for the sa- 
ered ministry, might remain as a class in theol- 
ogy at the seminary, after completing the regu- 
lar course of study; or, aceording to the old 
fashion in this country, which has some special 
advantages, they might pursue their theological 
studies with individual missionaries, and under 
such superintendence exercise their gifts before 
much responsibility is thrown upon them. 

4. The contemporaneous establishment ef 
female boarding-schools, where the native min- 
isters and other educated helpers in the mission 
may obtain pious and intelligent partners for 
life, is an essential feature in this system. A 
native pastor, with an ignorant, heathen wife, 
would be greatly embarrassed and hindered in 
his work. In this manner christian families are 
formed, and at length christian communities, and 
there is a race of children with christian ideas 
and associations, from among whom we may 
select our future pupils and candidates for the 
ministry. 

Our second topic is the employment of this 
native ministry. 

The pupils in the seminaries will have differ- 
ent gifts, and the same gifts in very different 
degrees. All the pious students will not do for 
preachers. Some mey be retained as tutors in 
the seminary, others may be emploved as school 
teachers, others as printers, bookbinders, etc. 
Those set apart for the ministry, while they are 
taught the way of the Lord more perfectly, can 
be employed as catechists, traet distributors, 
readers, or superintendents of schools, and thus 
gain experience and try their characters. In 
due time they may be licensed to preach, and 
afier proper trial, receive ordination as evange- 
lists or pastors. 

While care should be taken to lay hands sud- 
denly on 20 man, there is believed to be danger 
of requiring too much of native converts before 
we are willing to intrust them with the ministry 
of the word. Generations must pass, before a 
community, emerging from the depths of hea- 
thenism, can be expected to furnish a body of 
ministers equal to that in our country. 

Could the present native church members at 
the Sandwich Islands be divided into compa- 
nies of one hundred and eighty each, a hundred 
ehurches would be constituted. Native pastors 
should be in training for these churches, and 
evangelists for the numerous districts where 
churches are not yet formed, and where the 
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people are ome ng sd exposed to the inroads 


of the enemy. In the other missions the chief 
employment, at présent, must be that of evan- 
gelists. In the Tamul missions, hundreds might 
find ample employment; and in the Oriental 
churches, our leading object should be to brin 
forward an able evangelical native ministry with 
the least possible delay 

The power and economy there is in the plan, 
is our third topic. 

In most of our missions we are opposed by 
three formidable obstacles, namely, distance, 
expense, and climate. England was opposed by 
the same obstacles in her conquest of India. 
And how did she overcome them? By employ- 
ing native troops; and it is chiefly by means of 
them she now holds that great populous country 
in subjection. We too must have native troops 
in our spiritual warfare. Why not have an 
army of them? Why not have as numerous a 
body of native evangelists, as can be directed 
and employed ? 

Such a measure would effect a great saving 
of time. Tndeed we can never leave our fields 
of labor till this is done. Our mission-churches 
must have native pastors, and pastors of some 
experience, who can stand alone, before we can 
leave them. Besides, we should make far 
greater progress than we do, had we more of 
such helpers. 

And what economy ef money there would be 
in the operation of this plan! ‘The cost of a ten 
year's course of education for five natives of 
India, would not be more than the outfit and 
passage of one married missionary to that coun- 
try. And when a company of missionaries is 
upon the ground, it costs at least five times as 
much to support them, as it would to support 
the same number of native preachers. The for- 
mer could not live, like the latter, upon rice 
alone, with a piece of cotton cloth wrapped 
about their bodies for clothing; and a mud- 
walled, grass covered cottage, without furniture, 
|for a dwelling; nor could they travel on foot 
under a tropical sun. They could not do this, 
and at the same time preserve health and life. 

The cost of educating a thousand youth in 
| India, from whom preachers might be obtained, 
}and afterwards of supporting two hundred na- 
| tive preachers and their families, would be only 
| about $25,000; which is but little more than the 
| average expense in that country of twenty-five 
missionaries and families. Now if the preach- 
ing of two well educated native preachers, la- 
boring under judicious superintendence, may be 
expected to do as much good as that of one 
missionary, we have in these two hundred na- 
tive preachers the equivalent, in instrumental 
preaching power, for one hundred missionaries, 
and at an expenditure less by nearly $75,000 a 
year. And then, too, the native preacher is at 
1ome in the country and climate, not subject to 
a premaiure breaking down of his constitution, 
not compelled to resort for health to the United 
States, or to send his children thither for educa- 
tion. Besides, the native churches and con- 
verts might gradually be brought to assume a 
part or the whole of the support of the native 
ministry; while it is very doubtful whether it 
will ever be expedient for the missionary to re- 
ceive his support from that quarter. 

One hundred thousand dollars a year would 
board and educate four thousand native youth. 
That sum would support five hundred or six 
hundred native ministers with their families; and 
if the value of this amount of native preaching 
talent equalled that of only two hundied mis- 
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sionaries, the annual saving of expense would 
be at least $125,000. But it would in the end 
be worth much more; so that we see, in this 
view, how our effective force among the hea- 
then may, in a few years, be rendered manifold 

reater than it is at present, without even 
Scabling our annual expenditure. Some pro- 
gress has even now been made towards this re- 
sult. We already have five hundred male youth 
in our seven seminaries; and a still greater 
number, male and female, in our other twenty- 
seven boarding-schools. But the scheme, how- 
ever promising aud indispensable, cannot be 


carried into eflect, without a large addition of 


first rate men to the company of our mission- 
aries. 


The committee on the foregoing communica- 
tion, consisting of Rev. Messrs. H. Coe, 8. 
Whittlesey, and R. Baird, John Tappan, Esq., 
and Rev. H. Bingham, reported as follows : 

That they have considered the subject, and 


are unanimous in the opinion that its impor- 
tance is not overrated; that it cannot be too 


highly estimated, and that both the missionaries | 


and their friends ought readily to respond to 
the consistent views taken by the Committee, 
and therefore cordially recommend the adop- 
tion of the report, aud speedy and vigorous 
efforts to carry the plan proposed into execu- 
ion. 


Condition and Prospects of the Missions to 
the North American Indians. 


On this subject Mr. Greene read the commu- 
nication which follows : 


During the last ten years, a portion of the 
missions to the Indians on this continent, have 
been in an embarrassed and declining condi- 
tion. From the time when the mission to the 
Cherokees was commenced in 1817, there was 
a steady progress to the year 1828, when the 
tribes on our southwestern frontier began to be 
affected by the counsels and measures bearing 
on their removal to other lands west of the 
Mississippi river. From that year till 1831, 
when the coercive measures beyan to be car- 
ried into effect in the removal of the Choctaws, 
though a period of great perplexity and fore- 
boding, the missions still continued to be in sue- 
cessful operation, and the number of laborers of 
all classes, connected with the several Indian 
missions under the care of the Board, ranged 
fifty-eight, the greatest number ever employ- 
ed in these missions, embracing twenty-four 
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twenty-five preachers, seventeen male and fifty- 
nine female assistant missionaries, three native 
preachers, and three other native helpers. This 
diminution of numbers is owing partly to break- 
ing up of missions by removal of the tribes 
where they were located, and the fact that the 
large boarding schools and farming establish- 
ments were not transferred to the new Indian 
country; partly to sickness and death in the 
mission families; and partly to the difficulty 
'experienced of late in obtaining laborers for 
these missions. The number of laborers among 
the Choctaws has been reduced, exclusive of 
native helpers, from forty-three to twelve; and 
the number among the Cherokees has sufiered 
a similar reduction; while the missions among 
the Chickasaws, Creeks, and Osages, and those 
at Mackinaw and on the Maumee, have become 
extinct. During the last five years, among the 
Cherckees the number of preachers under the 
| care of the Board has been reduced from seven 
to three, and the other male laborers from ten 
to three. Among the Choctaws the reduction 
in the same time has been from six preachers to 
four, and the number of other male laborers 
from four to one. 

It should, however, be stated here, that the 
‘|number of ordained missionaries has remained 
|| about the same that it was during the years of 
|} the highest prosperity of these missions, and 
|| probably the amount of publie preaching of the 
|| gospel in the several Indian missions was never 
| greater than at present. The number of mis- 
|| sionaries and catechists capable of giving in- 

| struction in the several native Janguages, with- 
| out the aid of interpreters, has increased from 
|four to fourteen, and the number of native 
|| Indian preachers from being one then, is now 
| three, and two native catechists. 
| And it should be further mentioned with de- 
vout acknowledgment of the renewing and pre- 
| serving grace of God manifested in their behalf, 
| 








that, even after taking into view the condition 
of many of the Indian tribes during the last ten 
|| years, so unfavorable to the efficacy of the 
| common means of grace, and considering also 
|, how many died in the process of removal, and 
|| how many in their wandering and destitution of 
|| christian teaching and care, have been tempted 
'|to apostasy, the number of church members, 
|! instead of diminishing, has increased from eight 
|| hundred and seventy-two to nine hundred and 
|| seventy-four,—more than twice as many as are 
| connected with all the other mission churches 
| under the patronage of the Board, exclusive of 
|| those at the Sandwich Islands. It should be 
'| remarked, however, that the number of those 


from one hundred and fifiy to one hundred and |; who give evidence of piety under the care of 


|the missions in Turkey and among the Nesto- 
| rians, owing to their peculiar circumstances, are 





preachers, forty-six male and eighty-seven fe- 
male assistant missionaries, and one native 
preacher : who were laboring in ten missions, 
embracing thirty-four stations. The members 
of the mission churches in 1829, amounted to | 
eight hundred and seveaty-two, while at all the | 
other missions of the Board they amounted to 
but two hundred and seventy-cight: that is, 


|/not gathered into mission churches, and of 
| course are not brought into such a comparative 
view as this, the object of which is simply to 
show that there is no such want of the appro- 
| priate fruits of missionary labor as should cause 
missions to the Indians to be abandoned. 

Still, it is not surprising that the cireum- 
stances of the Indians ond the aspect of the 
more than three fourths of the whole number. missions among them for ten years past, should 

Since the year 1881 there has been a pretty |! have created in the christian community exten- 
regular decline in the number of missionary || sively, and especially among candidates for 
laborers at these missions, and during much of || missionary employment, an unhappy despond- 
that period the work, at most of them, has been || ency respecting Indian missions, and an aver- 
prosecuted under very unfavorable auspices. || Sion to engaging in them. The agitation and 
At the present time the number of missionary || uncertainty attending the removal of the several 
laborers is one hundred and seven; inclading |! tribes: the fact that while this process was go- 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
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ing forward, and for some time subsequently, 
the Indians were suspicious of and stood aloof 
from all white men,—that they were in a state 
of mind that unfitted them in a great degree for 
being benefitted by religious instruction or 
schools,—that they were corrupted and led 
astray by the numerous temptations which be- 
set them,—all rendered missionary labor among 
them unpromising. The fact that so many mis- 
sions were necessarily broken up, and that po- 
litically there seemed to be no power to protect 
or preserve the Indians, has doubtless deepened 
the impression which was unhappily too preva- 
lent before, that the Indians are doomed to 
speedy extermination. This, added to the fact 
that they are comparatively few, and scattered, 
and not easily accessible or operated upon in 
large numbers, seems to have led candidates 
for missionary employment to fecl that the re- 
sults to be hoped for from a mis-ion to the 
Indians would pootly compensate for the hard- 
ships and perplexities incident to the undertak- 


ing; and that engaging in them was throwing | 
away life and labor; or, at least, was turning 


them to little account, compared with what they 
might be turned to, if devoted to the hundreds 
of millions of souls that people Hindoostan or 
China. 

But the fact that the Indian tribes of this con- 


tinent are speedily to become extinct, if it be a | 
fact, is surely no adequate reason for leaving | 


them to dwindle and perish without the benefits 
of christian instruction. On the contrary, the 
anticipation of such a result, occurring, if it 
shall occur at all, on account of the contact of 
our population with them, and the measures of 


our government towards them, should be, to the | 
christian heart, the strongest motive to prompt | 
and persevering effort to give them the comforts | 


and hopes which the gospel affords. Such 
would seem to be the dictate both of justice and 
compassion. 

But it is questionalle whether there is any 
reason in the character of the Indians, or in 
their relation to their white neighbors, why they 
are necessarily to be given over to extermina- 
tion; or why, if such protection as our govern- 
ment may afford against violence, fraud and 
demoralizing influences from without, shall be 


extended to them, they may not go on as a'! 
people, increasing in numbers and improving in | 


habits and character. Well! ascertained facts 
relating to the Cherokees, Creeks, and Choe- 
taws, for a period of more than twenty years 
preceding 1830, will show that they were, in 
respect to numbers, on the increase. And other 
facts relating to the Sioux, recently ascertained 
by the missionaries, indicate that the number of 
this tribe is now much larger than half a cen- 
tury ago, and that their wasting and ultimate 
extinction, if it shall come, will probably be 
owing to neglect or wrong measures on the 
part of the people or the government of this 
country. 

If an interest in the preservation and welfare 
of the Indian tribes is to be sustained and 


strengthened in our community and in our na- | 


tional government, and such measures are to be 
— as shall enlighten and improve them, 
and put them in the best state to be preserved, 
it will be owing, more than to any other cause, 
to the efforts which the friends of missions make 
in their behalf. For them to adopt the too 
common sentiment, and to withhold all efforts 
in behalf of the Indians, would he, by their own 
course of proceeding, to give certainty to the 
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| predicted fact, alleged to justify their inaction, 
| and most effectually bring about the result which 
| they deprecate. : 
| _ Nor can the Committee adopt the sentiment 
that, because the Indian tribes are small in 
|numbers, they are therefore unworthy of labor 
/and expenditure, in comparison with other more 
populous communities. The same reason might 
| be assigned tor neglecting every other commu- 
nity but the one most populous on earth. Our 
proximity to the Indians, the relation which the 
providence of God is clearly calling our nation 
to sustain to them as guardians and educators, 
together with the wrongs that our nation, to too 
great an extent, has for ages been doing them, 
obviously render it our duty to bestow care and 
labor on them, even though the influence should 
not extend to so many individuals, or through 
so many generations, as if bestowed on the 
denser masses of people crowded into Madras 
or Canton. This sentiment, that it is the duty 
| of every person to bestow his labors where their 
influence will immediately be felt on the great- 
est number of individuals, is enfeebling, and 
threatens, at no distant day, to put an end to 
|, missions to the Indian tribes. If the sentiment 
| be correct, it is obvious that these missions 
should never have been entered upon, and that 
|, they should now he abandoned. 

It may be added that the Cherokees, Choe- 
taws, and some other tribes, afier passing 
through a sea of troubles for ten years, are now 
getting into a state of more quietness and peace, 
Of christian instruction and schools, from which 
their minds were for a time turned away by 
their political trials, they begin again to appre- 
ciate the value. Now is the time to give aug- 
mented vigor to those missionary labors amoug 
them, which have been so long impeded and 
inetlicient. And as these tribes cannot be 
| deemed wholly secure against similar trials in 

future, missionary labors and the interest awak- 
'' ened in our community by means of them will, 
“ more, perhaps, than any thing else, tend to pre- 
vent or postpone the calamity, or prepare them 
to sustain it, should it be unavoidable. 

These statements and remarks are submitted 
to the Board to show why some of the missions 
to the Indians are in so enfeebled a state at the 
present time, compared with their former con- 

| dition, and why others, begun some vears since, 
have attained to so little strength. Nearly two 
years ago the Prudential Committee voted to 
send two missionaries to the Choctaws and ove 
to the Pawnees, as soon as suitable persons 
could be obtained; and a year ago they voted 
to send two to the Cherokees; but although 
many inquiries have been made, no one of the 
five has yet been obtained; and each of those 
missions is now suffering essentially for the 
want of such labors as they might bestow. 





This paper was communicated to Rev. Dr. 
E. W. Gilbert, Rev. Messrs. D. Greene and J. 
|| M. Ogden, Hon. Samuel T. 


Doct. E. Alden; who subsequently reported 


Armstrong, and 


through their chairman as follows— 


The question referred to your committee is, 
virtually, whether the missions among the abo- 
rigines of our country shall not be diminished, 
or at least left stationary. 

Several circumstances are named as ocea- 
sions of discouragement and perplexity. 1. The 
smallness of the namber and the sparseness of 


| 
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the population, compared with the denser and 
more multitudinous population of Hindostan, 
China, and other missionary fields. 

2. The breaking up of schools and churches 
and farming establishments by the removal of 
the several tribes to regions beyond the Missis- 
sippi, connected, as it was, with the death of 
many of the people, the dispersion of missionary 
families, and the very natural irritation of the 
natives against all the white race. 

3. The difficulty of obtaining new laborers 
in what has been counted an unpromising field. 
Of five missionaries voted to the Pawnees, 
Choctaws, and Cherokees, three of them two 
years ago, not one has been obtained. But one 
candidate within the last two years has offered 
himself for what was once such an interesting 
field of labor. A spirit of despondency seems to 
have seized on the christian community, and 
more particularly on our young men, in refer- 
ence to the usefulness of missionary toils in a 
field which ought, among Americans, to attract 
the first attention. 

4. Add, that the popular sentiment, becom- 
ing more and more prevalent every day, that | 
the INDIANS MUST PERISH, and the remnants | 
of the race pass away forever, has promoted a 
spirit of despair, or something bordering upon 
it, and transferred the sympathy once felt for 
these injured people, to the more populous na- | 
tions of other lands. 

In view of so many difficulties, it is not per- 
haps to be wondered at, that the Sceeretaries 
and the Prudential Committee should have felt 
sincere embarrassment and perplexity. And it 
may not be easy to determine clearly the path 
of duty. 

The following considerations, however, are 

suggested as having weight in the minds of 
your committee. 
“1. The smallness of the number and compar- 
ative thinness of the population should not, of | 
itself, discourage either the missionary or the 
Board. Perhaps the most useful missionaries 
that ever spent themselves, (at least in modern 
times.) for Christ and his cause,—those whose 
example and devotion has done most to kindle 
the missionary flame in distaat lands and on the 
largest scale, were precisely those who labored 
in just such a circumscribed field. What field 
could be narrower, apparently, than that in 
which Eliot, the Mayhews, and Brainerd labor- 
ed; and yet where does the missionary spirit 
now look for its sublimest stimulus, so far as 
example is concerned, exeept in the history of 
these very men. Yet they labored not in Pekin, 
nor Caleutta, nor Bombay, but ia obscure Indian 
villages. 

2. The breaking up of so many missionary | 
settlements, by the interference of the civil 
power, though in itself an immeasurable evil, 
should not extinguish our zeal, divert our char- 
ity, nor darken our hopes. Political interfer- 
ence, it is to be hoped, is now at anend. The 
persecuted ones will be sutlered to rest, and we 
would fain hope, be protected in their new 
habitations. In this case, old wounds will soon 
be healed, the settlements be more dense, more 
regular, and more free from the contiguity and ; 
encroachments of the white people, and in|) 
many respects be better circumstanced to re- 
ceive and retain the gospel. 

3. The popular notion, started by poets, | 
caught by orators, propagated by pedlars of | 
pictures and nostruins, and speculators in pub- || 
lic Jands, and yielded to by some religious edi- | 
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| tors, that the aboriginal tribes are predestined 
| to inevitable extinction, and that therefore all 
| the fruits of missionary labor will soon be as 
though they never had been,—should be ques- 
tioned, scrutinized, and if groundless, be ex- 
| ploded. The way to paralize all effort is to 
excite despair. ‘The way to kill in this case is 
to give them over to death. When the Lord 
cives over, perdition is a thing of course. We 
must hope, or we cannot labor. 

Now what are the facts? The Creeks, Cher- 
okees, Choctaws, as the report states, were, for 
ihe twenty years immediately preceding 1830, 
{on the increase. The Sioux are reported as 
‘much more numerous than half a century ago. 
It was given as a strong reason for the speedy 
remova! of the Cherokees, that they were on 
the increase in numbers and in civilization; and 
that therefore delay would increase the expense 
and diflieulty of removal. If, in the midst of a 
| white population, exposed to a thousand trials, 
they sull inereased and prospered, why sould 
they languish and die when freed from these 
trials, and having again a country of their own? 
Intemperance has ever been the chief bane of 
the Indian; but in these days of total abstinence, 
this peril is greatly diminished, 

It is believed, that the notion of the necessary 
and rapidly approaching extinction of this in- 
jured race, originated with men actuated by 
self-interest, and not from any motives, nor for 
any reason which a Missionary Board should 
sanction. 

1. But, if the worst forebodings of despond- 
ency or of self-interest were true; if the decree 
of extinction had been distinctly revealed,—it 
might still be a question whether our labors 
should cease or be diminished. They bear to 
us relations borne to no other people; have re- 
ceived injuries from us more than from all other 
nations,—injuries in carnal things not to be re- 
paid, except by spiritual things; and now when, 


‘in their old age and helplessness, they are laid 


at our door, the least we ean do is to minister 
to their spiritual comfort as a race in their 
dying hours. 

But wy should they perish? If some tribes 
have become extinct, so have some large fami- 
lies of whites, yet the white race stil! survive. 
By what law must they perish, unless it be that 
barbarism must retire before civilizaiion? But 
why should they remain barbarous? Few na- 
tions have ever made more rapid strides to- 
wards civilization than the Cherokees and 
Choctaws previous to the troubles of the last 
ten years. 

And as to the fruits of the gospel among 
them, the records of this Board will show that 
up to 1835, the number of converts and church- 
members, among our Inflian tribes, was greater 
than in all the other missions of the Board. 
And at this hour, notwithsianding all their trials, 
diminutions by death and reduction of laborers, 
the number of church members is greater than 
in 1829, and is trrice the number reported in all 
the other churches under the care of the Board, 
the Sandwich Islands excepted. 

In conclusion, therefore, your committee 
would express the hope that no diminution of 
appropriation or of labor will take place; that 
measures will be taken to remove the erroneous 
views and consequent despondency of the 
christian public in reference to these interest- 
ing remnants of a noble race; and that our 
young men, especially the candidates for mis- 
sionary labor, may not, under the influence of 
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romance, and in view of the millions of China 
and of Hindostan, overlook the humbler and 
less conspicuous, but not less useful fields near- 
er home. 


The Importance of Systematic Organization 
in Raising Funds. 





On this subiect Dr. Armstrong read the docu- 
ment given below, which was committed to |, 
Chancellor Walworth, Hon. S. Hubbard, Rev. 
Dr. Hawes, P. Perit, Esq., and Rev. Dr. 
Snell; to whom were subsequently added, Rev. 


Esq., Rev. C. Eddy, Rev. H. Coe, and W. 


Page, Esq. 





For the last four years, there has been no | 
increase in the pecuniary resources of the | 
Board. The receipts of the year closing July | 


3lst, 1837, were greater by $17,000, than those || 


of the last year. During all this time, it has 
been necessary to limit, strictly, the expenses of 
all the missions. In fixing those limits, the 
Committee have appropriated to the several | 
missions what was deemed barely sufficient to || 
preserve unimpaired their system of operations, | 
making no allowance for their gradual exten- |) 

| 

| 

' 


sion, nor to meet unexpected calls for enlarge- 
It will be readliy seen that such restric- 
ing, each suc- 


ment. 
tions must be more and more trying, 

cessive year of their continuance. The mis- 
sionaries have borne the trial patiently, hoping 
for relief from year to year. I 

are now so situated, through the blessing of 
God, on their labors, that it seems hardly law- 
ful or possible to confine them to these limits. || 
They plead earnestly for enlargement, and give | | 
it as their deliberate judgment, that if their |! 
means of usefulness cannot be increased, it will || 
be wise to recall a part of the missionaries, that || 
what is now expended in their personal support || 
may be employed by those who remain, in the 
furtherance of their work. To such a proposi- | 
tion no intelligent friend of the cause can listen. | 
It is evident, therefore, that the Board ought to | 
have a large increase of receipts from some 
source during the current year. Such ao in-| 
crease is indispensable to the prosecution of the | | 
work. And it must be obtained by such means || 
as may be repeated with increasing effect next | 
year and from year to year. For as certainly || 
as we distribute among the missions funds equal 
to their wants this year, and a divine blessing 
attends such an increase of their resources, they | 
will need a larger amount next year and again | 
the vear following, and thus on, till the work 
reaches such maturity as to draw support from 
the people themselves. 
great extent, till a native agency is introduced || 
into it. And the training of such an agency, 
on a large scale, while it is demanded by a due |} 
regard to economy, not Jess than to permanent | 


, 





expensive. | 
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| speedy and ample relief to the missions. 


| secured ? 


| ting forth this voluntary agency. 


This cannot be, to any || 


In the prescat condition and prospects of the || 


efficiency, is in its outset and early progress, || 
| 
' 


missionary work, as conducted by this Board, | 
a system is needed for raising funds, that shall 
reach, every year, al! who are willing to con- 
tribute, and shall readily admit of enlargement 
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We are very far from having such a system 
at present. Investigations made in various 
parts of the country demonstrate that n<arly 
one third of the churehes professing to regard 
the Board as the channel through which their 
charities flow out upon the unevangelized world, 
make no regular annual contribution to its 
funds. And in those churches where contribu- 
tions are regularly made, the proportion of 
members who do not contribute varies from one 
third, where the work is most therough, to two 


| thirds or three fourths, who habitually withhold 
| their aid in many churches. 
| of professing Curistians, who are regarded as 
| patrons of the Board, it is believed at least one 
Dr. N. Porter, Rev. J. C. Smith, Orrin Day, 
| 


Of the whole body 


half have done nothing for its support during 
the last year. Some of these ave no doubt una- 
ble, by reason of extreme poverty, to contribute 
largely. ut every one can do something, if 
there be a willing mind, and the number thus 
unable is not greater than that of individuals 
copuected with these churches, though not com- 
imunieants, who would contribute, if applied to, 
Nhe churches which patronize the Board con- 
tain, at a moderate estimate, 300,000 communi- 
cants. Here then are 150,000 persons, who, 
we may presume, are friends to the cause, but 
who did nothing for it last year. Their aid is 
urgently, needed this year. It would give 
its 
reaction on their own minds and hearts would 
be blessed. How may their co-operation be 
Not by increasing the number of 
salaried ageuts of the Board. ‘The individuals 
whom we would enlist in the work are con- 


| nected with more than 3,000 churches, and dis- 
ut some of them |} 


persed over every part of our extended coun- 
try. If the number of agents was five times 
greater than it is, they could not reach them 
all. It can be done only by the voluptsry 
agency of pastors and friends of the cause, who 
know them and have ready access to them. 
The plan of systematic contributions by col- 
lectors, male and female, in every church, pre- 
sents a simple, easy, and efiicient mode of put- 
I:xperiments 
made within the last two years justify the as- 
sertion, that the universal adoption of this plan, 
and its thorough execution, would at once 
double the receipts of the Board. When once 
introduced, it requires only the attention of one 
or two friends of the cause, at the proper time, 
in each church, to keep it in operation, and 
make it increasingly productive from year to 
year. 

The points essential to the system in each 
church, are 

1. An appointed time of the vear for mak- 
ing the annual collection in behalf of the Board, 


' 
a 


| and attention to the subject at that time. 


2. A complete list of the names of all per- 


sons of both sexes living in the parish, or con- 


| nected with the religious society, who may, 


without giving them offence, be invited to aid 
the missionary cause. 

3. A division of these names into sections, 
either according to districts or by any other 
more convenieut rule, and the appointment of 
one male and one female collector for each sec- 
tion, who shall divide between them all the 
names belonging to it. 

t. A presentation of the subject from the pul- 


so as to meet the growing wants of the cause || pit, by the pastor or the agent of the Board, or 


and the increasing number and ability of those 
who love it. 


| 


some other person whom the pastor may have 
engaged, and a public notice of the arrange- 
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ments made for receiving the contributions of 


the people. 
5. Prompt application by the collectors to | 
all whose names are on their several lists, while | 
the subject is yet fresh in their minds, for such | 
aid as they may be willing to give, and an | 
early retura of the lists of names, with ihe sums | 
thus subscribed, to a person previously appoint- | 
ed to receive them, that the amount collected | 
may be publicly announced, the money for- | 
warded to the treasurer or agent of the Board, | 
and the papers preserved for future use. 
he supervision of this whole work in a} 
church, including the preparation of the list of | 
names, its division into sections, the appoint- | 
ment of collectors, and the distribution of the | 
names amoung them, and the care of the funds 
raised, may be intrusted to a committee of the 


always co operating with them and encourag- 
ing them by his hearty approbation. 

In some cases an impulse has been given to 
the work, and the labor of the collectors has | 
been greatly facilitated, by a public meeting, | 
as early as possible after the sermon, at which 
detailed statements are made of the wants of | 
the Board and the encouragement God gives to 
the liberal sapport of the cause, and a subserip- 
tion is commenced. 

It has been found quite beneficial for the col- | 
lectors and others specially interested in the 
object, to come together immediately after the | 
subject has been presented from the pulpit, for 
mutual conference and prayer, and to hear such 
counsel and exhortation as their pastors or the 
agent of the Board may address to them, 

As changes are constantly taking place 
among pastors and in churches, it is deemed 
important, as a means of giving permanence 
to this system, that a number of contiguous 
churches, adoptiug it, should unite in an auxil- | 
jary society, with a common president, secre- 
tary, and treasurer. and an annual meeting. 
At this meeting a report should be made of all 
that has been done by the churches during the 
year. The auxiliary forms a convenient chan- 
nel for circulating the reports and other publi- 
cations Gf the Board. It may coincide, as to 
its limits and the time of its annual meeting, 
with the association, presbytery, or other eccle- 
siastical body to which the churches belong. 

Where such auxiliaries have been formed, a 
delegation from the Board has commonly at- 
tended their annual meetings, and these occa- 
sions have ofteu been found highly interesting 
and profitable. 

Of the efficacy of this system of associations 
and auxiliaries, of which an outline has now | 
been presented, experience has given ample 
proof. In some parts of the country it has been 
in operation nearly twenty years. It has been 


| 


sustained almost wholly by the spontaneous |, 


action of its own members. With but liitle at- | 
‘ention from agents of the Board, its produc- 
iveness has steadily increased. It is now 
more vigorous than ever before. If all the! 
churches that profess to eo-operate with the | 
Board, contributed to its treasury, in propor- | 
tion to their ability, as the churches thus or- | 
ganized have done, or are now doing, ample 
means to enlarge the missions would thus be | 


supplied. } 
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Prompt, active, and persevering attention to 
the subject by two or three individuals in each 
church co-operating with the Board, and by one 
person as secretary, and another as treasurer 

| for each auxiliary society, with such aid as the 

| agents of the Board would gladly give, might, 

| it is believed, secure the introduction and per- 
manence of the system among all the patrons 

| of the Board. ; 

| Such a movement would, by the blessing of 

| God, give this whole department of the mis- 


|| sionary work a new and most encouraging as- 


| pect. Its happy influence would speedily be 
| felt by all the missions. The growing wants 
| and brightening promise of large portions of 
| the wide field where the missionaries of the 
Board labor, the indications of returning stabil- 


To the committee having under consideration 
| the foregoing document, was also referred a 


statement respecting the financial condition and 


|| prospects of the Board, presented by Mr. Hill, 


| the Treasurer. 

| The chairman of the committee presented a 
| report which led to much animated discussion, 
| which, with the results to which the Board was 
‘led, will be noticed in another part of the 
| minutes. The report follows. 


| The committee report, that in the opinion of 
your committee, the missionary cause in which 
| this Board and other kindred associations are 
engaged, is the cause of the church of Christ, 
in which it is the imperative duty of every dis- 


' ciple of the Divine Redeemer individually to 


‘engage; and that they fully concur in the opin- 


‘|ion that no intelligent friend of the cause of 


missions will consent to listen to a suggestion 


| for diminishing the expenses of the Board by 
|| recalling a part of the missionaries from their 


| present fields of useful iabor. On the contrary 
we agree that provision should be made for the 
gradual and necessary increase of laborers in 
those portions of the Lord’s vineyard where he 
' has so signally blessed the past efforts of your 
missionaries. To provide the necessary funds, 
! however, for this purpose, and to diminish and 
gradually extinguish the present debt, it is ab- 
; solutely necessary that the annual receipts of 
| the treasurer, or contributions to the funds of 
the Board, should be increased about twenty- 
five per cent beyond the receipts for the last 
| fiseal year. And to accomplish this object, the 
| Board not only needs the good wishes and the 
| prayers of the friends of missions, but also the 
| liberal contributions of every friend of the God 
of missions, as well as the aid of their active 
| personal efforts, to induce others to contribute 
|as the Lord has given them the means. 
| this subject your committee must repudiate the 
| idea that any member of the church of Christ 
tin this country is too poor to contribute any 
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thing towards the missionary cause. Thanks 
to our Heavenly Father, we live in a land 
where every one is able to give something 
either in money or in labor. And while the 
poor widow’s mite is more abundantly blessed 
than the rich man’s thousands, the giving of 
which he does not feel, it is the duty as well as 
the privilege of every Christian, without excep- 
tion, to contribute something towards carrying 
the gospel to the perishing millions to whom the 
Savior has directed the joyful news of salva- 
tion to be preached. Your committee, there- 
fore, recommend the plan of systematic contri- 


bution suggested by the Prudential Committee | 


for individual churches; and the association of 
several contiguous churches together as mis- 
sionary societies auxiliary to the American 
Board, wherever the organization of such aux- 
iliary societies shall be found to be practicable, 
and shail be deemed expedient by themselves. 
In addition to this, your committee recommend 
the formation of juvenile missionary societies 
in every church and congregation, for the pur- 


pose of raising up a body of well informed and | 
efficient laborers in the cause of missions, who | 
will, at a future time, not only fill the places of | 
their parents, but will probably far exceed them | 


in zeal and liberality and in well directed ef- 
forts for the evangelizing of the world. 


of missionary intelligence among all classes of 
the community, by the taking and circulating 
of the Missionary Herald and the Dayspring, 
will be found greatly to enlarge the contribu- 
tions to the funds of the Board, by exciting and 
enkindling an interest in ihe cause of missions, 
and by satisfying all that our labors for the sal- 
vation of the perishing heathen have not been 
in vain. 

The faithful, active, and continued exertions 
of the pastor and minister of every church and 
congregation is not only desirable, but is abso- 
Jutely essential to the creation and preservation 
of a proper missionary spirit among the people 
of his charge. And your committee believe it 
will generally be found that in those congrega- 
tions where the pastor has most faithfully dis- 
charged his duty in this respect, from year to 
year, the largest amounts have been contributed 
for missionary purposes, in proportion to the 
pecuniary means of the donors. Your commit- 
tee also recommend the regular observance of 
the monthly concert of prayer for missions in 
all the churches, and of the first Monday in 
January in each year, as a day of fasting and 
prayer for the same object, as important auxil- 
iaries in adding to the funds of the Board, not 


only by the collections for missionary purposes, | 


which should always be taken up on such oeca- 


sions, but in impressing the importance of chris- | 


tian missions upon the minds of every member 
of the church. 

Finally, they recommend that every corpo- 
rate and honorary member of this Board, now 
here, be called upon at the present meeting to 
pledge himself to use his personal exertions, as 
an individual, to excite an interest in others in 
the cause of missions, and that he will also con- 
tribute of his substance to the same cause, as 
God has prospered him in the means of dis- 
charging the duties of a steward for his Divine 
Master, who, for our sakes became poor, that 
we, through his poverty, might be the heirs and 
inheritors of eternal riches. Your committee, 
therefore, offer fur the adoption of the Board, 
the fellowing resolutions : 
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nection with this organization, the dissemination | 
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Resolved, That in the opinion of this Board, 
the cause of christian missions is emphaticall 
| the cause of the church of Christ, in which it fs 
lthe duty of every disciple of the Divine Re- 
| dleemer in some way individually to engage, 
Resolved, That the Prudential Committee be 
instructed not to reeall any of the missionaries 
| from their present fields of useful labor, for the 
purpose of diminishing the expenses of the 
| Board, and that they make provision for the 
gradual and necessary increase of expense at 
| those stations where the labors of our missiona- 
| ries have been peculiarly blessed. 
Resolved, That to cover the necessary ex- 
| penses of such missions and for the gradual re- 
| duction of the existing debt, it is necessary that 
|the annual contribution to the funds of the 
| Board, for the future, should be increased at 
least twenty-five per cent upon the receipts of 
the last year. And that such increase, which 
will not make the yearly contributions of the 
churches, which now give to this object, to ex- 
| ceed $300,000, can be made without sacrificing 
the comfort of any individual. 

Resolved, That the plan for a systematic 
contribution to the funds of the Boare, recom- 
mended by the Prudential Committee, be 
adopted, so far as relates to individual churches 
and congregations, and that the organization of 
auxiliary societies be recommended in those 
sections of the country where they may be 
' deemed useful and practicable. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the 
pastor and office-bearers and individual mem- 
| bers of every church, to organize a juvenile 
missionary society in such church and the con- 
gregation connected with the same. 

Resolved, That the friends of the cause exert 
themselves in the dissemination of missionary 
intelligence by receiving and circulating the 
Missionary Herald and the Dayspring. 

Resolved, That it is the duty of every pastor 
and christian minister to labor faithfully to 
create and preserve a proper missionary spirit 
among the people of his charge, and to induce 
them to contribute liberally for the support of 
missions. 

Resolved, That this Board recommend the 
punctual observance of the monthly concert of 
prayer for the success of missions, in all the 
churches, and the taking up the usual contribu- 
tions for the support of missions on those occa- 
sions, and also the observance of the first Mon- 
day of January, in each year, as a day of fast- 
ing and prayer for the same object. 

Resolved, That the corporate and honorary 
members now attending this Board, do hereby 
pledge themselyes, individually and collectively, 
to exert themselves to excite an interest in 
others in the cause of missions, and to contri- 
bute liberally of their substance to the support 
of missions. 





Use of Missionary Maps at the Monthly Con- 
cert for Prayer. 


The following paper was read by Dr. An- 
derson. 


|| Missionary geography is a department of the 
/general science of geography, in respect to 
| which the christian community is not well in- 
|| formed. It ean searcely be otherwise, if we 
|| consider the want of means for obtaining such 
i} information. Many have not clear and definite 
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ideas even as to the countries to which missions 
have been sent, and still less as to the particular 
situations of the missions. This shadowy in- 
distinctness is destructive of interest in mission- 
ary intelligence, which seems repetitious, mere- 
ly because the reader or hearer does not realize 
the fact of its coming from different countries, 
and relating to people widely remote from each | 
other. He cannot be affected by such intelli- 
gence according to its real importance. And 
the extensive prevalence of this evil is believed 
to be one of the chief reasons why the state- 
ments and appeals of missionaries and their 
directors have no more effect on the christian 
community. 

The inquiry how this evil may be removed 
would be appropriate and important, were we; 
treating of the education of youth. The use of} 
missionary maps at the Monthly Concert is re- | 
commended, however, not as a means of teach- 
ing the geography of missions, (though instruc- 
tion in that respect would of course result from 
the intelligent use of them,) but as an accom- 
paniment of missionary intelligence, that the in- 
telligence may be more clearly and fully appre- 
hended, and exert a stronger and more perma- 
nent influence on the mind. 

The use of maps for this purpose is not a new 
thing. A successful experiment of this kind, | 
mace for a course of years by the Rev. Mr. | 
Crosby, now pastor of a church in Charlestown, | 
Mass., is described in the Missionary Herald for | 
1839, pp. 121, 122. The maps used by him| 
were ordinary engraved maps, hung up in a! 
school room, or lecture-room, and such as would | 
not be intelligible to the eye in the evening over | 
achurch. The desideratum was to have maps | 








that could be seen in every part of a church in| 
the evening, with the ordinary light. A map of| 
western and central Asia was made with this | 
design, in the spring of 1837, drawn in Iudia | 
ink and water colors, and introduced into the 
concert thex held in Bowdoin-street church, 
Boston. It embraced the countries of western | 
and central Asia, and was of course little more | 
than an outline of the coasts, and of the more | 
prominent natural and political divisions. It 
was found to add not a little to the interest of | 
the meeting. In the summer of the same year! 
a map of the world was introduced, seven and | 
a half feet by five, constructed on Mercator’s 
projection, or on the hypothesis of the earth’s | 
being an extended plain; but it was never of | 
much use, the scale being too small for a map | 
of the world, and Mercator’s projection not 
being easity apprehended by people in general. 

Meanwhile the maps most depended on from | 
month to month were made by the individual | 
who communicated the intelligence, and were 
hastily and roughly drawn, costing no more 
time and labor than every one must give to his 
preparations, who would succeed in the meet- 
ing. The expense, too, of these maps, which 
was defrayed from the contributions at the 
meeting, was very small. In the autumn of last 
year, a hemispherical map was constructed six 
feet in diameter, embracing the eastern conti- 
nent; and it promises well, though, for special 
occasions, there is nothing so good as the cheap, 
easily-made, rough outline, which any body can | 
make, by connecting a few sheets of common | 
paper together by wafers. The map of central 
and western Asia, already mentioned, has been 
in frequent use, and is sufficient to demonstrate 
that it is better to have sectional maps, than 
maps of the world, or even separate maps of the 
hemispheres, if we cannot have all. 
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It is now matter of certainty, that the litho- 
raphic art is to be pressed into this service. 
The Rev. Joseph Tracy, author of the History 
of the Board and its Missions, is understood to 
have constructed a missionary map of the coun- 
tries around the eastern shores of the Mediter- 
ranean, nearly six feet by three, for the use of 
the monthly concert, which is in a course of 
publication. Should this find a sale, other simi- 
lar maps will follow. The enterprise is earn- 
estly commended to the favorable attention of 
pastors and churches. 

Auother experiment for procuring missionary 
maps for the concert, has been made by the 
Rev. Dr. Hooker, of Bennington, Vt. He has 
given an account of his experiment in the Ver- 
mont Chronicle for July 15 and 29, 1840. The 
idea was suggested to him by the common use 
of the black-board in teaching geometry, and 
other sciences; but instead of the black-board, 
he uses one that has a white surface. He traces 
his maps on this with the common pencils of 
black lead or red chalk, the marks of which are 
removed by a sponge wet with soap and water. 
Water colors could be used by first washing the 
board with a weak alkali, or soap and water, 
to make the colors adhere. The maps thus 
projected may be seen, he says, over the largest 
church. 

Should the lithographed maps be found to 
have sufficient strength of coloring, the pastors 
and churches who are determined to make their 
monthly concerts what they should be, will not 
be without them. But they will not be satisfied 
with these alore. Particular missions, or mis- 
sionary tours, or remarkable occurrences in 
missions, will require the temporary delineations 
that have been mentioned, drawn on paper, or 
the white board, which the pastor himself, or his 
wife, or daughters, or some of his young parish- 
ioners, may furnish, much to their personal edi- 
fication. 

Want of time is, and no doubt will be, alleged 
by many pastors. But those who have done 
this successfully, have had as little time as their 
brethren, and in no other way could they have 
prepared themselves, in so short a time, to 
make the meeting so useful and so acceptable 
to their people. An ingenious pastor, who is 
himself interested in the work, will easily get 
helpers among his flock, whose interest in the 
meeting, and whose influence in bringing others 
to it, will be greatly increased by the assistance 
they personally render in this department. 

The ‘Missionary Atlas,’ about being published 
by the proprietors of the New York Observer, 
will furnish the maps necessary for this process 
of enlargement. A similar use, too, 4 be 
made of the ‘Maps and Illustrations’ of the 
missions of the Board, which are distributed at 
this meeting. 

Afier all, the pastor will not answer his own 
or his people’s expectations, in the use of mis- 
sionary maps at the concert, unless he himself 
studies missionary geography, especially in re- 
lation to the subjects in hand. It is the result 
of every one’s experience, that the monthly 
concert is not made interesting and attractive 
the year round, without studious preparation. 
But it richly pays for the labor bestowed upoa 
it; and the materials which the pastor thus 
adds to his stock of knowledge, are a precious 
accession to his means of personal enjoyment 
and public usefulness. 


This document was committed to Rev. Dr. 
Hooker, Rev. Messrs. S. J. Prime, E. Phelps, 
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J.C. Smith, and C. S. Arms; who subsequently 
reported as follows— 


We regard the question, ‘How shall the 
Monthly Concert be rendered more interesting 
and effective ?’ as being one of great importance; 
and do apprehend that it is not appreciated by 
any means as it should be by many pastors and 
churches. In the utility of maps in monthly 
concerts, as illustrative of missionary geogra- 
phy, to this end, we fully concur with the views 
of the Prudential Committee, as expressed in 
the paper before us. 

Your committee recommend that a special 
committee be appointed by the Board, to pre- 
pare, carefully and as early as possible, a mis- 
sionary paper on this subject, to be addressed 
to pastors of churches, and to be published un- 
der the direction of the Prudential Committee, 
and circulated extensively; in which the subject | 
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shall be fully and earnestly presented, and such 
details given on the methods of preparing maps, || 
as may be necessary for the assistance of || 
pastors. | 

Your committee also recommend that a few 
minutes be devoted to hearing such statements 
as can be made by pastors present, who have 
already had experience of the utility of maps in 
monthly concerts. 


Statements were then made, in conformity 
with the recommendation contained in the re- 
port, by Dr. Hooker, Rev. Mr. Crosby, and 
others. In compliance with a further recom- 
mendation of the report, Rev. Dr. Hooker, Rev. 
Albert Barnes, and Rev. D. Crosby, were ap- 
pointed a committee to prepare for publication 
a paper on the use of maps at the monthly con- 
cert for prayer. 


Memoriai from Ministers in New Hampshire. 


The following memorial from ministers in the 
State of New Hampshire was read to the Board 





by Mr. Greene. 


Aveust, 1841. || 
To the American Board of Commissioners for 
Foreign Missions :— 
Beloved Brethren—The undersigned, minis- | | 
ters in New Hampshire, and most of them hon- || 
orary members of the Board, address you on a | 
subject in which they fee! a deep interest, and || 
which they regard as of the utmost importance || 
to the cause of missions. We address you as || 
our fellow laborers, and the especial agents of || 
the church in this cause. And we assure you | 
that we have great confidence in you as such. || 
But we think the circumstances in which you || 
are now placed, require a modification of the | 
course you have hitherto pursued. We allude 
to what has appeared to us a studied silence on 
the subject of American slavery. We know 
that you have been goaded in unchristian 
methods, and have been censured for not carry- 
ing out plans that were neither wise nor good. 
But we think you may, and we frankly say you 
should, make known your views and feelings on 
the subject, so that you shall be recognized by ail, 
as sympathising with those Christians who deep- 
ly abhor that system of abomination. 
And in addition to the consideration that it is 











right, we say also a regard to the pecuniary 
safety of the Board renders it expedient. There 
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is a deep feeling of disapprobation in the com- 
munity in relation to the studied silence above 
alluded to. Nor is it confined to those who 
have dealt in denunciation towards all who did 
not conform to their precise method of opposing 
slavery. The sober and considerate ministers 
and members of our churches, who have from 
the first been the firm and true friends of the 
Board, are distressed. They love the Board, 
and have loved it long. They regard it as 
foremost among the benevolent societies of the 
day. They have paid more for its support than 
for the support of any other society. And more 
than of any other, has its prosperity been the 
burden of their prayers. But we greatly fear 
that their contributions must ultimately, and that 
before long, be suspended, if the Board shall 
think it their duty to observe such a studied 
silence on this great subject of interest and re- 
sponsibility to American Christians. 

Brethren, do not for a moment think that we 
are not your friends. We say this in love— 
love to your cause, and Jove with assurance of 
confidence to you. We do think that American 
slavery is such, and brought in the providence 
of God so distinctly into the notice of American 
Christians, that no man or body of men can 
innocently maintain a doubtful position in rela- 
tion to it. 

Joun M. Wuiton, Antrim. 
SamvuEvt Ler, New Ipswich. 
Winturop Firieip, Epsom. 
Rurus A. Putnam, Chichester. 
James R. Davenport, Francestown. 
Gites Lyman, Marlborough. 
Cyrus W. Watwace, Manchester. 
Horace Woop, Dalton. 
JonaTHAN Curtis, Pittsfield. 

S. W. CLark, Greenland. 

Davip P. Smitru, Greenfield. 
JEREMIAH BLAKE, WolfLorough. 
R. W. Futver, Westmoreland. 
James Tisparr, Dublin. 

Samvuekt Nicuors, Barrington. 

J. D. Crossy, Jaffrey. 

Davip SuTwerRvanp, Bath. 


The foregoing paper was referred to the Rev. 
Dr. Woods, Chief Justice Williams, Rev. Dr. 
Hawes, Rev. David Magie, and Rev. J. G. 
Hamner; who subsequently reported as fol- 
lows— 


The committee to whom was referred the 
memorial of several ministers of the gospel in 
the State of New Hampshire, beg leave to re- 

rt. 
te attending to the subject under considera- 
tion, your commitiee notice, with heartfelt 
pleasure, the candid and christian spirit mani- 
fested in the communication from the brethren 
in New Hampshire. We have entire confidence 
in their attachment to the cause of foreign 
missions, and in their disposition to do all in 
their power to send the blessed gospel, with all 
its healing influences, to the ends of the earth. 
It will ever be our delight to act with such men 
as they are, in promoting the object of this 
Missionary Board. And it is our earnest wish 
that every thing should be removed out of the 
way, which would be likely, in any measure, to 
prevent the accomplishment of this object, or 
to hinder the cordial and uninterrupted co-ope- 
ration of its friends. 

This Board was incorporated for the express 
“purpose of propagating the gospel in heathen 
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lands, by supporting missionaries and diffusing 
a knowledge of the Scriptures.” In the lan- 
guage of the laws, “the object of the Board is 
to propapate the gospel among unevangelized 
nations.” The Board and its missionaries have 
taken care to confine their efforts to this one 
object,—an object great and excellent enough to 
engage the labors of angels and men. It ap- 
pears to your committee to be a duty of the 
first importance,—a duty required by a con- 
scientious regard to the » Move trust committed 
to us, to continue to pursue our one great object 
with undivided zeal, and to guard watchtully 
against turning aside from it, or mixing any 
other concerp with our appropriate work, as a 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. 
There are indeed many other works of christian 
benevolence to be accomplished. But the work 


of this Board is one, namely, to propagate the 
gospel among unevangelized nations. "To this 


we are pledged. There are many forms of 
evil to be done away. But the evil which it is 
our object tv do away, is the evil of idolatry, 
ignorance, and wretchedness among the hea- 
then. And it is doubtless as true in regard to 
these various objects, as in regard to any others, 
that a division of labor is essential to the highest 
degree of success. As to the benevolent work 
in which we are engaged, we have the happi- 
ness to be of one mind; and we have had the 
happiness, in all past time, of pursuing this work 
with remarkable unanimity. And it is exceed- 
ingly plain to us, that we are called by Divine 
Providence to adhere to the plan of operation 
which has, from the first, been adopted; and 
that the way, and the only way for us to fulfil 
our sacred trust, and go forward harmoniously 
and prosperously in our benevolent enterprize, 
is, to direct all our proceedings as a Board, and 
all the labors of our missionaries, to the accom- 
plishment of the one specific object of our organ- 
ization; and that, turning aside to any thing 
else, how important soever in itself, would be a 
dereliction of duty on our part, and would dis- 
appoint and grieve the great body of Christians 
who patronize the foreign missions. 

Considering the character of this Board as a 
christian institution, and the momentous object 
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which it is pledged to promote, we think it may | 
fairly be presumed, that the funds contributed | 
from time to time to our treasury, are obtained | 


in a proper manner, and given from proper mo- 
tives. 
ted, that the Board must examine into the mo- 
tives which influence those who sustain its ope- 
rations, or into the origin of the funds which 
are contributed in furtherance of its object. 
Such a principle would be highly invidious in 
its character, and altogether impracticable in 
operation. 

In regard (o the particular object of the me- 
morialists, that of obtaining a formal expression 
of the views and feelings of the Board respect- 
ing slavery, your committee do no think that 
such a measure is called for, or that it would be 
right and expedient. It is indeed perfectly evi- 
dent, that this Board of Commissioners for 
Foreign Missions can sustain no relation to 
slavery, which implies approbation of the sys- 
tem, and as a Board can have no connection or 
sympathy with it. And on the other hand, it is 
equaliy evident, that the Board cannot be ex- 
pected to pass resolutions, or adopt measures 
against this system, any more than against other 
specific forms of evil existing in the community. 
For we are met at once with the question, why 
we should express and proclaim our opinion in 


At least the principle is not to be admit- | 
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regard to one particular evil, in distinction from 
s iM which are equally obvious and preva- 
ent | 

We beg leave to say again,—we do entertain 
a high respect for those ministers of Christ who 
have addressed us on the subject now under 
consideration. The spirit which pervades their 
communication cannot but excite within us feel- 
ings of love and esteem towards them. It is 
our earnest desire and hope that this Board may 
give them entire satisfaction, and enjoy their 
entire confidence. And we cannot doubt the 
continuance of their benevolent efforts and their 
fervent prayers in behalf of that precious and 
glorious object, the conversion of the world, 
which they and we are united in seeking. And 
we will only add an affectionate request to those 
beloved brethren, and all our other fellow labor- 
ers, that they would keep in mind the great and 
only object of this Missionary Board, together 
with the untold labors, tae perplexing cares, the 
burdens, difficulties, and anxieties, which fall to 
the share of those who are called to perform the 
executive business of the Board, and to direct 
its vast concerns, at home and abroad. Let 
them join with us in thanking the God of mis- 
sions, for the unexpected and wonderful manner 
in which he has interposed to prosper our labors. 
Let them join with us also in endeavoring to 
avoid whatever would divide the counsels and 
hinder the success of those who are seeking the 
enlargement of Christ’s kingdom. And as the 
God of heaven and earth is on his way to have 
mercy on all nations, let our hearts be cheered 
and animated with hope; and let us abound 
more and more in our labors of love; waiting 
in faith and patience and joy, for the coming of 
our Lord. 

In behalf of the Committee, 
Leonarp Woops, Chairman. 


After a brief debate, with some explanations, 
and parts of the report having been again read, 
the report was unanimously adopted. 


Time of Annual Meetings. 


Thomas Bradford, Esq. and Rev. Drs. Bates 
and Armstrong were appointed a committee, 
aud a resolution referred to them, relating to a 
change of the time of holding the annual meet- 
ings of the Board. They subsequently reported 
the following resolution, which was accepted 
and adopted. 


Resolved, That the annual sessions of the 
Board commence hereafter on the Tuesday 
preceding the second Wednesday of Septem- 
ber, at four o’clock in the afternoon; and that 
the annual sermon before the Board be preach- 
ed on the evening of said day. 


Place of Annual Meeting and Preacher. 


Rev. Drs. Tappan, Cox, and Armstrong, 
Rev. Z. 8S. Berstow, C. Stoddard, Esq., and 
Rev. P. H. Fowler, were appointed a commit- 
tee to consider and report on the place of the 
next annual meeting of the Board, and the 
preacher for the occasion; who subsequently 
reported, that the next annual meeting should 
be held in the city of Norwich, state of Connec- 
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ticut; and that the Rev. Dr. W. R. DeWitt, be 
the preacher, and Rev. Dr. Bennett Tyler, in 
case of his failure, be his substitute, on that 
occasion. This report was adopted by the 
Board, and Rev. A. Bond, Rev. H. P. Arms, 
Charles W. Rockwell, Esq., W. C. Gilman, 
Esq., and F. A. Perkins, Esq., were appointed 
acommittee to make arrangements for the ac- 
commodation of the Board, on the occasion. 


New Members and Officers. 


The subject of electing new members, and of 
nominating officers of the Board for the ensuing 
year, was committed to Rev. Drs. Day, Lud- 
low, and Edwards, Chancellor Walworth, Rev. 
Z. 8S. Barstow, Hon. S. Hubbard, and T. 
Fleming, Esq. This committee subsequently 
reported as follows— 


That, in the opinion of your committee, it is 
not expedient to elect any new corporate mem- 
bers at the present meeting, as there was so 
large an appointment at the Jast anniversary 
meeting. 

But they recommend that the Rev. Thomas 
Chalmers, D. D. LL. D., of Edinburgh, North 
Britain, the Rev. John Morison, D. D., London, 
England, and E. P. Thompson, Esq., ‘Tinne- 
velly, South India, be appointed corresponding 
members; and they nominate the following as 
the officers for the year ensuing, viz :-— 


THEopDORE FRELINGHUYSEN, LL. D., Pres- 
ident; 

Hon. Taomas S. Wivuiams, Vice President; 

Carvin Cuapin, D. D., Recording Secretary; 

Rev. Beta B. Epwarps, Assistant Record- 
ing Secretary. 


Samuet Husearp, LL. D., 
Hon. Samuet T. ARMSTRONG, 
CuHaRLes Stopparpb, Esq., 
Joun Tappan, Esq., 
Danie Noyes, Esq., 
Rev. NEHEMIAH ADAMS, 
Rey. Sivas AIKEN, 
Prudential Committee; 
Rurvus Anverson, D. D. 
Rev. Davin GREENE, 
Wituiam J. Arnmstrone, D. D. 
Secretaries for Correspondence; 
Henry Hit, Esq., Treasurer; 


Wicuiam J. Hupsarn, Esq., Auditors 
Cuarves Scupper, Esq. : 

The corresponding members recommended 
and the officers nominated were subsequently 
elected by ballot. 

It should be mentioned also, that Charles 
Mills, Esq., of Kingsboro’, N. Y., who was last 
year elected a corporate member of the Board, 
but who was erroneously at that meeting re- 
ported to have then recently deceased, is this 
year enrolled for the first time among the mem- 
bers. 
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Votes of Thanks. 


On a communication from the managers of 
the American Sunday School Union, the fol- 
lowing action was had by the Board. 


Voted, That this Board gratefully acknowl- 
edge the kindness of the managers of the 
American Sunday School Union in offering the 
use of the society’s rooms for the accommoda- 
tion of the members of the Board and its Com- 
mittees; and that the Board will be happy to 
avail themselves of the privileges offered so far 
as may be found convenient. 

Voted, That the Recording Secretary present 
the thanks of this Board to Dr. Edwards for 
his sermon, delivered last evening; and that he 
be requested to place a copy of it in the hands 
of the Prudential Committee for publication. 

Voted, That the thanks of this Board be pre- 
sented to the First Presbyterian Church and 
congregation in this city, for the use of their 
place of worship and imstruction during their 
annual sessions, and also to the choir of singers 
| for their useful assistance. 
| Voted, That the thanks of this Board be pre- 
| sented to those individuals and families in this 
| city, whose kindness and hospitality the mem- 

bers have experienced during their annual ses- 
| sions. 





Devotional Services. 


The meeting was opened with prayer by the 
Rev. Dr. John McDowell; and 21 the opening 
of the sessions.on the following days the Rev. 
Drs. Cathcart and Hawes led in prayer; and 
the meeting was closed with singing and with 
prayer by the Rev. Dr. Cox. At interesting 
|| periods in the debates which arose on the topics 
| which came before the Board, the divine guid- 
ance and blessing were invoked, in which Rev. 
Dr. Bates, Rev. J. N. Danforth, and Rev. Dr. 
| Armstrong led in prayer. 

On the afternoon of Thursday, the 9th, the 

j;members of the Board with other Christians 
united in celebrating the Lord’s Supper, on 
which occasion the.Rev. Drs. Codman, Skinner, 
/and Tucker, led in the devotional services. 
On the evening of the same day a missionary 
| 


meeting was held, at which extracts from the 
| annual report were read by Dr. Armstrong, and 
| addresses were delivered by Hon. Theodore 
| Frelinghuysen, Rev. Mr. Bingham, from the 
Rev. Mr. Scott, 
from Stockholm, Sweden, and Rev. Dr. Cox. 
|The devotional services were performed by 
Rev. Drs. Ely and Palmer. 

In connection with these services should be 
mentioned a paper on the necessity of prayer 
| for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the 
churches, the missions, and the world, which wil} 
| be inserted at the close of the Annual Report. 


Financial Affairs of the 
Bourd. 


While the report of the committee to whom 
| the financial affairs of the Board were referred 


Sandwich Islands mission, 





| Discussion on the 
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was under consideration, a deeply interesting 
discussion arose, continuing through a part of 
the second and nearly the whole of thé third 
day of the meeting; in the course of which the 
difficulties in the way of carrying forward the 
missions without a large increase of the pecu- 
niary resources was stated at some length. 
Measures, similar to those proposed in the re- 
port under consideration, had been recommend- 
ed by the Board during each year since the 
origin of the debt in 1836, and as far as cir- 
cumstances seemed to permit, had been carried 
into effect. In their appropriations for giving 
vigor and entargement to the operations of the 
missions the Prudential Committee had not 
gone beyond what had been recommended and 
approved, from year to year, by the Board; and 
still, with the exception of one year, when it 
was reduced by the curtailment so disastrous to 
the missions, the debt had annually increased. 
Statements which were laid before the Board 
made it obvious that, if the missions should be 
carried forward during the ensuing year, as 
their wants and the indications of the Spirit 
and providence of God called for, while no 
more effectual measures should be adopted for 
increasing the donations to the weasury, the in- 
debtedness at the next annual meeting would be 
at least $100,000. This must not be permitted. 


It was then plain that there must be retrench- | 
ment at the missions, however disastrous the || 


consequences might be, or a great advance in 
the receipts must be secured. The present con- 
dition of the treasury, taken in connection with 
the openings at the missions, never before so 
wide and favorable, and the urgent calls for 
relieving and strengthening the missionaries now 
in the field, showed that this advance should not 
be less than one quarter on the receipts of the 
last year, as suggested in the report of the 
special committee. 

In these circumstances the Prudential Com- 
mittee, considering the consequences of keeping 
the missions in this embarrassed condition, or 
of augmenting the debt, could not consent to 
assume the responsibility of going forward in 
the labors assigned them, unless some more 
effectual measures for increasing the contribu- 
tions should be adopted, than had as yet been 
proposed. It seemed indispensable that the 
members of the Board then present, as repre- 
sentatives of its patrons and friends, should, be- 
fore they separated, devise sOme measures 
which should effectually relieve and invigorate 
the missions. A deep sense of personal respon- 
sibility, on a matter which affected the kingdom 
of Christ and the salvation or perdition of hea- 
then nations, pervaded the assembly. The se- 
riousness and melting of heart that were appar- 
ent, with the repeated offering up of prayer for 
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light from heaven, indicated that the Spirit of the 
Lord was there. 

So deeply were the members of the Board 
present impressed with the importance of the 
crisis, that, instead of bringing the sessions to a 
close, as usual, at noon of the third day of the 
meeting, they voted to continue in session 
through the following day, or until the great 
question under consideration should be satisfac- 
torily settled. 

To ascertain how far the members of the 
Board attending the meeting were disposed to 
pledge themselves and their influence, and to 
bring to an issue a suggestion contained in the 
report of the special committee, the Rev. Dr. 
Edwards moved that the following questions be 
proposed to every member of the Board, cor- 
porate and honorary, then present— 


1. Will you, in view of the facts presented, 
raise your subscription the coming year twenty- 
five per cent ? 

2. Will you attempt to induce all others, 
upon whom it is, in your opinion, proper you 
should exert influence, to do the same ? 

3. Will you, with the leave of Providence, 
attend the meeting of this Board the next year, 
and inform them what the Lord hath enabled 
you to do, and what he hath accomplished 
through your labors ? or, if necessarily detained, 
will you communicate such information ? 


This motion was unanimously agreed to; and 
after uniting in prayer, and while an awe and 
stillness suited to a renewal before God of their 
vows of consecration to the missionary work, 
pervaded the assembly, the questions were pro- 
posed to the members by the president. The 
answers of all were, in the spirit of them, in the 
affirmative, and nearly all replied explicitly, 
some stating that they would add half to their 
donations, some that they would double theirs, 
and others that they would increase theirs still 
more. The answers were directed by the 
Board to be recorded. 

As only a small portion of the members were 
present, the Board directed that a letter, setting 
forth briefly the facts of the case, as they had 
been laid before the meeting, and stating what 
those present had felt it to be their duty to do, 
should be sent to all the absent members, cor- 
porate and honorary. 

On motion of the Rev. Dr. Skinner the fol- 
lowing resolution was adopted— 


Resolved, That, in the judgment of this 
Board, the attendance of its members, cor- 
porate and honorary, at its stated meetings, is 
of the highest importance, as a means of excit- 
ing and confirming the missionary spirit a them, 
and through them, in the churches. 


It was also resolved— 
That the subject of addressing the pastors of 


the churches that contribute to the funds of this 
Board, relative to efforts for relieving the em- 
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barrassments of the Board, be referred to the | 
Prudential Committee. 


Constantinople: —Letter from 


That the members of the Board might more | 
fully participate in the responsibility of con- | 
ducting its affairs in the existing emergency, 
and might have an early opportunity of confer- | 
ring together in view of the results of the mea- | 
sures now adopted, the following resolution was 








proposed and carried— 


Messrs. Adger and Dwight. Nov. 


Resolved, That in view of the existing critical 
circumstances of the Board and its missions, 
the Board will hold a special meeting in the city 
of New York, on Tuesday, the 18th day of Jan- 
uary next, at 4 o’clock in the afternoon. 


It was subsequently voted that the Hon. T. 
Frelinghuysen, Rev. Drs. Skinner, Cox, Arm- 
strong, and DeWitt, and P. Perit, Esq., bea 
committee to mi !* the requisite arrangements 
for the occasion. 


INTELLIGENCE FROM THE MISSIONS. 


Soustantinople. 


LETTER FROM MESSRS. ADGER AND 
DWIGHT, DATED 20TH may, 1841. 


Importance of extending Missionary Ope- 
rations in Turkey. 


TuHE Prudential Committee had directed the 
missionaries in Turkey to consider whether 
some of the stations connected with that mission 
might not be discontinued, and the expendi- 
tures in that quarter be in this manner diminish- 
ed. The subject was brought up at the meet- 
ing of the mission in May last. The missiona- 
ries were unanimous in their opinions, and ap- 
pointed Messrs. Adger and Dwight to write the 
Committee on the subject. Having strongly 
deprecated the giving up of any of the stations 
now occupied, these brethren add— 


But we should feel that we had not 
discharged the duty which has devolved 
on us did we not now call on the Com- 
mittee, and through them on the church- 
es, to extend their plans in reference to 
this country. Never before have we had 
so deep impressions of the vast impor- 
tance of vigorously prosecuting the mis- 
sionary work in all these regions. Never 
have we had so great encouragement in 
reference to the stations we have already 
formed. The difficulties in our way 
have not essentially diminished; but the 
field seems far more open and inviting, 
and there is more distinct and inspiring 
evidence of the special] presence of divine 
power and influence in our labors. We 
are the same feeble and sinful men as 
ever, as much exposed as ever are we to 
the intrigues and opposition of enemies, 
and yet they have not been able to de- 
stroy or even weaken our influence. 
On the contrary, it daily increases, 
Every contest with the enemies of light 
has been to us a victory. Every change | 
witnessed by us, during ten years, has | 








contributed to the advancement of our |) 


work. Wecannot doubt that what we 
see and have seen for some time among 
the Armenians at Constantinople, Broosa, 
Trebizond, and Nicomedia, is but the 
beginning of a work of divine grace in 
Turkey, which will, in its progress, de- 
velope glorious and amazing results. 
The Son of Man, who stands in the 
midst of the seven golden candlesticks, 
is kindling a flame which we are assured 
will enlighten all this land. And we 
say deliberately and soberly that we do 
not believe any other region of the earth 
is likely to form the scene of more glo- 
rious ultimate, if not speedy triumphs of 
the gospel, than that, the importance of 
which we are now urging. Instead then 
of contracting your plans here, we con- 
jure you to extend and increase your 
operations in Turkey. The Spirit of 
God has anticipated your letter, and 
commands us, instead of assenting to 
your proposition, to urge on you rather 
to attempt greater things and to expect 
greater things in these regions. 


New Fields to be Occupied. 


We wonld respectfully request the 
Committee to take into serious con- 
sideration the recommendation of the 
Smyrna station, to send two missionaries 
and a single lady to Bucharest. We 
shall not repeat the reasons assigned by 
them for this proposal. But we would 
merely state that the climate is said to 
be good, and living cheap, and that a 
Greek bookseller of the place, who has 
sold many books for us, and who last 
year remitted to Mr. Temple on this ac- 
count no less than $140, is quite anxious 
that a mission be commenced by us 
there. We add that Mr. Schauffler’s 
remarkable success while in those re- 
ions, the success of Mr. Melville, the 

nglish Bible distributor, the desire of 
the Bulgarians, as well as the Walla- 
chians, for the Scriptures and for tracts, 
are considerations which may well draw 
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to that part of the world the attention of 
our Board. And moreover, that a mis- 
sion once established in those lands, it 
would be natural and easy for the mis- 
sionary to receive aid in various ways 
from the Christians of Germany. Indeed 
it might be well for the missionary to 
that quarter himself to be of German 
descent, and if he could speak German, 
so much the better. 

We would also propose Adrianople 
to’ the consideration of the Commit- 
tee. A letter has been received lately 
from the English consul there, urgently 
requesting missionaries. He promises 
all his influence in their support. The 
language spoken there is chiefly Turkish. 
There are many Jews and Greeks and 
about five thousand Armenians. Two 
posts per week leave for Constantinople. 
A good house can be had for ten pounds 
per annum. 

You will not understand us as placing 
the claims of these two places on a level 
with those of others better explored. 
Perhaps we may encourage Mr. Ladd 
and Mr. Van Lennep to spend part of 
the summer in visiting one or both of 
them for the purpose of more definite in- 
formation. 

But we pass on from these to speak of 
the interior of this country, upon which 
we have already entered and in which 
therefore we feel a deeper interest. 
From a list of towns forwarded to us, 
with statistics, by Mr. Jackson, we select 
several as presenting especial, and we 
think, a very strong claim upon our so- 
ciety. 

The first is Van, about seventy hours 
southeast from Erzeroom, and five days 
caravan or two days post journey from 
Joulamerk. This city has 2,000 Arme- 
nian houses, and there are, Doct. Grant 
thinks, about 8,000 more in the vicinity. 
This forms a population of about 50,000 
souls. Grain and provisions generally 
are cheap. A good garden and house is 
often sold for £150. Doct. Grant strong- 
ly recommends this post as a good con- 
necting link between our mission and 
that to the mountain Nestorians, which 
he deems it important to secure. In his 
opinion the climate is better than that of 
Ooroomiah, though he does not think it 
perfectly healthy. He thinks there would 
be no more danger at Van from the 
Koords, than at Ooroomiah. It is under 
the pasha of Erzeroom. Doct. Grant 
says the ecclesiastics there would be 
strongly opposed to us; but then we 
know that at the time he passed through 
there had lately been a persecution at 
Constantinople, which, in a country like 
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this, usually extends its influence far 
and wide. Mr. Dwight has in his pos- 
session a letter written to Mr. Haas, a 
German missionary, by the former, bishop 
of Van, requesting him to procure the 
settlement of some protestant missiona- 
ries there. 

Next comes Bitiis, east of south from 
Erzeroom, and distant fifty-four hours 
from that place, and thirty from Van. 
It contains, according to Mr. Jackson 
and others, 1,000 Armenian houses, and 
has also in its vicinity many Armenian 
villages. It is said to be one of the 
most pleasant cities in Armenia. 

And then there is Erzengan, thirty- 
two hours south of west from Erzeroom. 
It contains 700 Armenian houses, and 
about 1,000 more are found in villages 
near. This is a fertile region, and sev- 
eral of its productions go to supply the 
markets of Erzeroom. On the Euphrates, 
too, below Erzengan, are those large Ar- 
menian villages mentioned by Mr. Homes 
as Eghin, Arabkir, Malatia, etc., some 
containing more than 1,000 Armenian 
houses each. Not long since a priest 
wus sent up to Constantinople from 
Erzengan to arrange some difficulties 
between the people of that place and 
their bishop. He was a substantial and 
venerable old man, and gave such proofs 
of weight of character and good sense, 
that he was sent back to be himself the 
bishop. Previously to his return he 
waited on Mr. Dwight to ask for some 
of our books. Mr. Dwight recognized 
him as a man whom he had formerly 
seen here, and who had here acquired 
enlightened sentiments. He took with 
him seventy-eight copies of our various 
| books, and he mentioned to Mr. Dwight 
that, just before the late persecution, he 
had procured others, which, for the sake 
of security during that storm, he had 
buried in the earth! He proposed on his 
return to raise them from their grave 
and circulate them. 

To these names of places we may add 
Karahissar, sixty hours west of Erze- 
room and forty-five or fifty hours south of 
Trebizond, with 500 Armenian houses, 
and near it Tamzara, a town of 800 Ar- 
menian families; also Tocat, a hundred 
hours west of Erzeroom, with 2,000 Ar- 
menian houses. These four towns last 
named must be occupied as soon as pos- 
sible, at least by native helpers of suita- 
ble character. In this view our mission 
seminary assumes an aspect of peculiar 
importance. 

And now let us look at these impor- 
tant posts, to which we could add Tar- 
sus, Marasch, and some others in Asia 











464 


Minor and Armenia, and while we look 
at them let us reflect how God has pros- 
pered every effort among the Armenians 
up to this time. For the future we may 
safely reason from the past. God will 
not desert or cease to prosper missions 
to the Armenians. So surely as he has 
designs of special mercy towards the 
Tamu! people and the Sandwich Island- 
ers, so surely, we believe, he means to 
accomplish speedily a great and gra- 
cious work with this ancient church. 
Never have they been a bloody perse- 
cuting church. Never have they shut 
up the Scriptures systematically from 
the people. Never have they seemed to 
be mad upon their idols, never drunk 
with the fury of bigotry. 


Prompt and Vigorous Efforts demanded 
by the present State of Western Asia. 


Pursue, therefore, we say to those 
American churches whom we here re- 
present,—pursue, therefore, with greater 
vigor than ever, the work you have com- 
menced among the Armenians, and which 
God has so far prospered, and what you 
do, do quickly, lest the divine purposes 
prove too ripe for your dilatory co-opera- 
tion, and God throw you aside to take up 
other end more eificient instruments. 

And to the Committee we say, let this 
mission also stand among those few to 
which you feel cailed to give special at- 
tention and support. You hope by in- 
creased energy, soon to finish off your 
work at the Sandwich Islands: finish and 
perfect speedily your work here also. 
We do not ask any extravagant enlarge- 
ment. We want only a few more mis- 
sionaries, with a well sustained seminary | 
and an efficient press; and having these 
secured, we should look to God to pros- 
per our efforts to raise up a native agen- 
cy, and it may be, cease asking every 
thing but your prayers and your coun- 
sels. 

Our souls are animated with the pros- 
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pects which open before us in these 
lands. Most of us have read with re- | 
markable interest, Doct. Grant’s argu- | 
ment designed to prove that the Nesto- 
rian Christians are the descendants of | 
God’s ancient covenant people, “to whom 
pertaineth the adoption and the glory, 
and the promises.” We expect to see) 
them rise from their obscurity and igno- 
rance to be once more the missionaries 
of Asia near and remote. But we ex- 
pect also that God will make the Arme- 
nians their colleagues. This people, 
like the Jews so long scattered and 
peeled; this ancient christian nation, like 
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the Jews, beloved for their fathers sakes, 
this eastern church, like the Nestorian 
or Hebrew Christian, so pure and so free 
from a bigoted and persecuting spirit, 
when compared with the Greek and the 
papal; these best friends of the Jews 
among all the people of the East, God 
seems designing to make use of in con- 
nection with the Nestorians, as his chief 
missionaries throughout these long be- 
nighted lands. 

o form a part of that instrumentality 
which the Holy Spirit may use to effect 
this regeneration is both for us and for 
our brethren at home, an unspeakable 
honor and privilege. Greater honor and 
privilege can be derived, we think, from 
a connection with no other field in the 
world. There is no part of the earth 
where greater events have taken place 
during the past, than in these very re- 
gions; and the unquestionable approach 
of the period when the Jews, scattered 
throughout these lands, shal! be convert- 
ed, when the great battle between popery 
and protestantism shall be fought and be 
decided, and when together Mohammed- 
ism and popery, (Greek and Armenian 
popery as well as Latin,) shall sink from 
this one common soil into one common 
| grave,—these and many other signs of 
| the times invest these lands now with an 
|interest altogether peculiar and full of 
‘solemnity. Let not our Board decline or 
neglect that part divine providence has 
| assigned it in these thrilling scenes. 

Remember that there have ever exist- 

ed, and that there do still exist in Tur- 
key very peculiar obstacles to the spread 
‘of truth, and yet, that God’s providential 
‘hand has been manifestly extended to 
‘further this cause, and the converting 
influences of his Spirit exhibited dis- 
|tinctly in a considerable number of 
|cases. This is a cOnsideration we must 
not overlook. We take our stand upon 
|this fact, and from this point urge our 
call for continued and increased support. 
As a mission we have peculiar obstacles 
to contend with here. But let not our 
brethren at home add to these by unde- 
cided or insufficient aid. 

As a mission we have also peculiar 
encouragements. Perhaps there is no 
| part of the world where greater political 
\changes are going forward, and these 
changes, we hope and trust, are all fur- 
| thering the good cause. 
| If it shall please God soon to throw 
down the walls which now exclude the 

light from the Turks, how unspeakably 
| important then a native christian agency ! 
| How exceedingly desirable it will then 
|seem that we had bestowed the greatest 
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possible amount of care and effort upon 
the religious training of that people, of 
all others most closely connected in do- 
mestic location, language, sympathies, 
and habits, with the Moslems of Turkey! 

We should do injustice to our own 
feelings, did we close such a letter in 
these days, without expressing our deep 
sense of the fiscal embarrassments under 
which the Committee labor. We sym- 
pathise most affectionately with them in 
their trials, as we believe they do and 
always have done in ours. But with the 
straitened condition of the treasury dis- 
tinctly in mind, we cannot alter the tone 
of this communication. 














€eplon. 
LETTER FROM MR. HOISINGTON, DATED 
137TH Jan. 1841. 


Power of the Brahminic Idolatry over 
the Mind. 


Or the pains taken to imbue the Hindoo mind, 
from very infancy, with the brahminic system, 
and of the adaptedness of that system to pollute 
and enslave the mind, the following statements 
and illustrations will give the reader some con- 
ception. 


I have supposed that whatever will 
help to illustrate the state of the public 
mind of this country and especially, the 
state of the church, would be of interest 
to the friends of missions. With this 
view, I send the following extracts from 
my journal with additional particulars. 

Met my class of inquirers. On the 
following question, previously proposed, 
—What must be renounced in one’s be- 
coming a new creature?—they gave 
me in writing the following particulars, 
which I record as illustrative of the pe- 
culiar state of inquirers in this country. 

We must renounc:, they say, 

Attendance at heathen temples; 

Attendance at the dances or comedies, 
so common in the country; 

Observance of fasts in honor of the 
gods and heathen holidays, all of which 
are directly connected with heathenism; 

All omens and prognostics, as_ the 
flight, position, etc., of birds, and lizards; 

The various superstitions with regard 
to building, digging wells, manuring, 
ploughing, the customary manner of 
first going out in the morning, etc. etc.; 

All distinctions of caste; 

All the shastras, mantras, etc.; 

All the various deities, demons, ma- 
levolent and benevolent, serpent gods, 
etc. ete.; 


YOL. XXXVII. 
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The paying of divine honors at or 
holding as sacred certain trees and 
places, as being the abodes of deities or 
demons; . 

Regarding the diseases of cholera, 
small-pox, etc., as evil spirits or deities, 
and fearing them as such; 

Marriage with heathens; 

Giving undue regard to the advice or 
wishes of parents or other heathen friends, 
when they would lead us aside from 
christian rule; 

Degrading or unkind treatment of fe- 
males; 

The writing and consulting of horo- 
scopes and other astrological matters; 

Paying divine honors to brahmins, 
making offerings to them, etc.; 

The doctrine of fate or vithi, teaching 
that all the events of one’s life are writ- 
ten in the head by Brahma, the creator, 
and that they cannot in any degree be 
altered or avoided; 

Cursing the gods for slight evils of 
life, without proper returns of gratitude 
for the innumerable mercies we receive; 

All impure songs, language, gestures, 
conduct; 

Magic in all its various forms; 

Bathings, pilgrimages, etc., as means 
of salvation; 

Doctrine of transmigration, and giving 
to brahmins with the expectation of re- 
ceiving returns in the next birth; 

Covetousness; 

x. practices opposed to the laws of 

0 


Most of these points present strong 
temptations to all classes of people, and 
especially to the young. They are not 
met and overcome without much self- 
denial and moral courage. 

As 4 farther illustration of the pecu- 
liar difficulties, in the way of any hea- 
thens fully apprehending and practising 
the truths of the gospel, I subjoin the 
following particulars. They form por- 
tions of the mold in which every mind 
is cast. But little reflection is necessary 
to perceive that many and great obsta- 
cles to the cause of truth must arise 
from this source. Such obstacles as lie 
not in the way of the pastor in America, 
or of the missionary who has to do with 
a people who are not saddled with such 
a system of error. 

1. The various expedients of the 
heathen mother in the government of her 
children, are directly adapted to produce 
in them a spirit of revenge, even upon 
inanimate objects, a belief in the exist- 
ence of evil spirits ready at all times to 
fall upon them, especially in the dark, 
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and a propensity to deception. The ex- 
ample of all around them and the whole 
tenor of discipline run in this direction, 
and without one redeeming circumstance. 


They are not taught either to love or to! 


fear their superior deities. The whole 
force of their education is to fix their 
attachments on themselves and their 
friends, and their fears on enemies and 
demons. Neither true benevolence, nor 
humility, finds any place in their system 
or practice. 

2. Children of both sexes and of all 


classes go entirely naked for the first. 


three or four years. Their necks and 
arms are often heavily loaded with jew- 
els. Some of which are charms of hea- 
thenish and often obscene device. 
effect of this is too obvious to require 
remark, 

3. The mother takes her children to 
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,,0f the puranas and other sacred books, 
|;which is considered very meritorious, 
| At such times, as well as others, they are 
taught to make and pay vows, present 
offerings, to roll before the car, etc. At 
these seasons there is every thing to be- 
wilder, beguile, and corrupt, which mu- 
sic, fire-works, dancing women, etc. etc., 
can furnish. 

Such are some (only a small part) of 
the things which, as before remarked, go 
|to form the mold in which the mind is 
ijcast. Each succeeding generation, for 
'|many ages past, has been receiving a 
deeper and more permanent impress, till 
}you come to the present generation, a 
'|complete incarnation of the system. 
What is to be reasonably expected of 
i|converts to Christianity from such a 
'| community ? and who are still residing 
‘|within the influence of such things ? 








the temple when very young, points out||What, but that they will be babes in 
the idol as her god, holds the child’s || Christ, at least for a long time, if not for 
hands in the posture of worship, and as || more than one generation? And how 
soon as it can lisp a syllable, teaches it | large the amount, and how varied is the 
to say Swamy! The larger processions, || instruction required, to reform the mind 
the drawing of cars, the constantly oc-|jand to bring it up to any thing like 
curring offerings to avert evils, etc., are ||the stature of a perfect man in Christ 
made matters of primary interest with || Jesus ? 

the child. | 


4. When any person is sick in the | ve fMabrattas. 





family, a brahmin or other astrologer, is | 
called to examine the horoscope of the | 
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person, to ascertain what unfavorable | 
PETH, FOR THE YEAR 1840. 


planetary influence he is under, and bed 
direct the ceremony required to appease _ 
the planet. If nothing unfavorable is | Mr. Graves, writing at the beginning of the 
found in the horoscope, a magician js || current year, mentions that no person had been 
called to ascertain what deity is unfriend- | added to the church under his care during the 
ly, and to order the offerings required to | year then closed, and none removed from it. 
propitiate the same. To avert the evil || Meetings and other means of religious instrue- 





influence of malevolent deities, olas con- 


! ° . . 
| tion had been much as in previous years. 


taining certain diagrams, with mantras, 


are often worn upon the arm. The 
wealthy inclose these in silver or golden 
cases, or rather the diagrams, etc., in- 
scribed on silver plate. Women wear 
these on their necks. 

5. There is no business, great or 
small, for the commencement of which 
there is not an auspicious or inauspicious 
season, which should be regarded. On 
entering upon any undertaking, a cocoa- 
nut should be broken as an offering to 


|| The numbers who attend my instruc- 
|| tions have been nearly as before; or they 
'|may be stated, omitting the school girls, 
‘at from ten to thirty or forty. The 
| bishop, when he is here, anda few others 
|, encourage their servants to attend once 
‘jor twice on Sundays. The number of 
| beggars who receive alms and hear in- 
| struction twice a week, is from fifteen to 
| forty. Many of my hearers, for the time, 
||seem very attentive; and while privately 


Ganis, to secure his favor. The carpen- || conversed with, profess much conviction 
ter begins the plough with this, and the and thoughtfulness; but they do not 
farmer his ploughing, sowing, etc. || avow themselves openly on the Lord’s 
6. Children are early initiated into | side. 
all the various ceremonies in the house, || Nearly all opportunities for giving 
in the fields, and in the temples, and re- || away tracts and portions of Scripture to 
ceive from the gooroo of the family the readers have been improved. But the 
secret mantra which every one is to re- || distribution in all, I fear, has not amount- 
peat once a day in his devotions. They || ed to more than 600 or 800; for I rarely 
are also early taken to hear the reading'' give more than one tract to an individ- 
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ual. There is some earnestness shown 
to procure tracts, but I am sorry to say 
that I do not see a corresponding earn- | 
estness, or even care, to read them. In) 
Satara, owing to opinions from English | 
authority, some obstruction was felt in, 
teaching openly and giving books. How- | 
ever, both these means of doing good | 
were enjoyed to a considerable extent in | 
that place and in some of its neighbor- | 
ing villages. At one time [ visited a| 
temple on a hill at the southeast, whence | 
I looked into a valley beyond, and count- | 
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ed about thirty small villages, in which | 
the message of salvation was probably || 
never delivered. In the temple, on an | 
obscene figure representing Mah a Dev, 
who is no doubt really Adam, there were 
eleven circles, composed of innumerable 
small images on the pillar. These were 
probably to represent the eleven Koodri, 
which I think exhibit the eleven antedi- 
luvian generations, including of course || 
those of Noah and his sons. There were 
only two or three permanent residents 
there, and the temples, as well as the 
small shrubs on the hill, afford, except at 
the annual pilgrimage, a haunt for tigers | 
and bats. Oh that all idolatrous places , 
were still more deserted, or better im- | 
proved. | 

Mrs. Graves’ female boarding-school, || 
which certainly affords her a laborious | 


occupation, considering her infirmities, | 


gives us the hope of much good. It has | 
also occasioned liberal donations here, | 
just about sufficient for its support. Still | 
Mrs. G., with her fatigues and troubles, | 
is often much discouraged and on the} 
point of giving it up. She has often sent | 
particular accounts of it to those ladies | 
of Philadelphia who afford it their sup- 
port. 

I have had a Mahratta assistant part | 
of the year, and have translated the first | 
and second books of Kings, which I am | 
now revising. The confinement and| 





effort this occasions me is not very, 
agreeable to my state of health, and yet || 
I often greatly desire, if it may be, to)| 
revise and publish the whole Bible in | 
the Mahratta language, according to my 


own best judgment. | 


Our efforts here in favor of temper- || 
ance have been seconded, and the cause i| 
has made some progress by the instru- | 
mentality of a pious pensioner. But | 
European example is much against our. 
success. The bishop and the chaplain | 
have used their influence with some | 
effect, in favor of the observance of the | 
christian Sabbath by natives publicly | 





employed. 
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LETTER FROM MR. FRENCH, DATED 10TH 
JUNE, 1841. 


Nolices of Seroor. 


THE mission having decided to occupy a new 
station, and assigned to Mr. French the duty of 
commencing missionary operations there, he 
has forwarded the following statements respect- 
ing the place. 


Seroor is situated on the great road 
from Ahmednuggur to Poona, twenty- 
eight miles from the former place and 
forty from the latter. The origin of the 
place is as follows. When the British 
forces entered the Deccan, that was the 
first and for sometime the principal sta- 
tion. This was before either Poona or 
Ahmednuggvr had fallen into the hands 
of the English. At that time Seroor 


| was a Jarge cantonment, and it brought 


together from various parts of the coun- 


| try a large population as camp- followers. 


But as British power extended, and other 
important places became subject to it, 


| this cantonment was broken up, and 


most of the forces removed to other sta- 
tions. _At present only a detachment of 
horse remains here. When those forces 
removed, a portion of the camp-followers 
left, while others, such as bankers, shop- 
keepers, etc., who were less dependent 
on the camp, remained behind, and com- 
pose the population of what is now called 
Seroor. 

The present population of the place, 
according to an accurate census just 
taken at my request, is about 6,500. It 
is of mixed character, as might be infer- 
red from the above particulars; but I am 
disposed to regard this as a favorable 
feature, rather than otherwise. The 
brahmins have not that influence over 
the multitude here, which they have in 
many other places. Thus one chief ob- 
stacle, with which we have usually to 
meet in India, does not exist here. The 
truth will doubtless be opposed, but I do 
not apprehend that combined opposition 
which is often experienced elsewhere. 
The variety of languages spoken by such 
a mixed population may seem to present 
a great obstacle. But this is not the 
case. All the people understand the 
Mahratta language to some extent, and 
most of them speak it; so that through 
the medium of that language we can ap- 
proach nearly or quite the whole popula- 
tion. 

The reception I have met with amon 
the people, and the attention with whic 
they have listened to the gospel, have 
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been thus far very encouraging. Very 
little disposition to cavil at the truth has 
been manifested, while the proclamation 
of the gospel has usually been listened 
to with apparent attention and interest. 
On the Sabbath quite a respectable con- 
gregation assemble at my house. 

Our English society is small, there 
being but three families, those of the 
civil magistrate, (he is the highest civil 
officer under the collector and magistrate 
of Ahmednuggur,) the commander of the 
detachment of horse, and the physician 
belonging to this detachment. Mr. B., 
the magistrate has laid us under great 
obligations by the service he has render- 
ed us in many ways. Mr. and Mrs. B. 
have both shown themselves very kind 
to us, and seem much interested in the 
object that has brought us here. They 
meet with us for religious services once 
on the Sabbath, and once also during the 
week. Their counsels and sympathies 
we value much. The medical resident 
is kind and attentive, and seems quite 
competent to perform the duties of his 
station. 

As to the country surrounding Seroor, 
my personal acquaintance is as yet quite 
limited. I understand, however, that, 
there are several large villages within 
twelve or fifteen miles, besides many of) 
a smaller size. I have visited four or} 
five of them, and in every instance have 
been much pleased with the interest with | 
which our books were received by those | 
who can read, and with the attention 
given to the declaration of the message | 
of life. In one of these villages I found | 
a small school, taught by an old man) 
who was, several years since, in the ser- | 
vice of Mr. Graves at Bombay. At that 
time he received much religious instruc- 
tion and was a candidate for baptism. 
He was not baptized because, as I 
learn through Dajeba, who is well ac- 
quainted with him, and who is now with 
me, he manifested too great anxiety re- 
— his future temporal prospects. | 
What his present religious views and | 
feelings are [ have not yet ascertained. | 
In another village I found a woman who| 
could read, a fact no less interesting | 
than it is uncommon. She learned to | 
read in Bombay. 

In conclusion I would say that we 
commenced our residence at Seroor on} 
the 2ist of May, although we had spent | 
a short time here before for the purpose | 
of ascertaining the character of the! 
place. 
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LETTER FROM MR. BALLANTINE, DATED 
15rn sung, 1841. 


Biographical Notices of Female Converts. 


Writine from Ahmednuggur Mr. Ballantine 
gives the following account of interesting con- 
verts from heathenism recently admitted to the 
mission church at that place. 


In the report of this station for 1840, 
it was mentioned that several persons in 
connection with us seemed to be in an 
interesting state of mind and had re- 
quested baptism. Since then we have 
received six individuals into the church 
on the profession of their faith in Christ. 
Some particulars regarding them will 
perhaps be interesting. 

On Sabbath, the 28th of March, two 
females were baptized. One of these is 
the wife of Haripant, our first brahmin 
convert here; and the other is the mother 
of one of the little girls in the female 
boarding-school. The former was orig- 
inally a brahminee, the latter a Koon- 
been, or a woman of the agricultural 
class. Our last report contained brief 
notices of both these individuals. 

Radhabaee, the wife of Haripant, is an 
interesting young woman of about nine- 
teen years of age. When she first came 
to live with her husband, after his renun- 
ciation of the abominations of idolatry, 
she felt very little sympathy with him. 
She regarded both him and herself as 
infinitely degraded by the step which he 
had taken, and for several months she 
brooded over her sorrows with a heavy 
heart. She looked back to the feast 
days and social enjoyments in which she 
had so often participated among her own 
people, and mourned that to her they 
were now gone forever. 

But new circumstances occurred which 
tended gradually to allay her irritated 
feelings. Not the least of these circum- 
stances was her learning to read. At 
first the very thought of learning was 
abhorrent to her, but she found herself 
thrown in the midst of a circle where 
most of those around her were capable of 
reading, and apparently finding a con- 
stant source of pleasure in their various 
studies. After a short time she was in- 
duced to begin to learn, and to her praise 
it should be said, she was remarkably 
regular in devoting a portion of time 
daily to her task. She soon succeeded 
in mastering what at first appeared to her 
great difficulties, and in the course of a 
few months she was able to read the 
Bible intelligently. 
































1841. 


After pursuing with her for several 
months, a course of daily reading of the 
Scriptures, in which she was evidently 
much interested, the truth at length 
seemed to make a deep impression on 
her mind. The instructions of her hus- 
band, which at first called forth only her 
opposition, were now received with 
pleasure; the family altar was erected; 
and she found great delight in bowing, 
with her husband and the other inmates 
of the family, before the throne of grace. 
These exercises seem to have had a 
great effect upon her mind, and to have 
made her feel more deeply than ever the 
importance of her soul’s salvation. 

She had hitherto worn the mark on 
her forehead, that mark which Hindoo 
women wear so long as they have a hus- 
band. This she thought she could not 
lay aside without disgracing herself in 
the eyes of her friends. But she now 
began to think, and these were not 
thoughts forced upon her by others, that 
this mark was also the mark of idolatry; 
that none but worshippers of false gods 
wore it; and that she could not consist- 
ently continue it, while she believed 
those gods to be no gods, and regarded 
Jesus Christ as her Savior. She there- 
fore laid it aside without any farther 
hesitation. Her heathen friends imme- 
diately noticed that it was wanting, and 
could not refrain from giving vent to 
their anger and contempt. She bore it 
all meekly, and told them that she had 
laid it aside, as she intended to become 
a Christian. Some one asked her if she 
was forced to become a Christian, when | 
she replied that she had heard for her- | 
self and believed that salvation was to| 
be found only in Jesus Christ. Her sen- 
tle firmness soon silenced all opposition. 

Shortly after this she expressed her 
desire to be received into the church. 
This occurred in January last. The 
change which had been wrought in her 
feelings and conduct was so great, that 
all of us who knew her could not but be- 
lieve that she had indeed felt the power | 
of divine grace, and the steadfastness of | 
her christian walk since has served to, 
confirm our hopes with regard to her. 

The change produced in this young 
woman shows plainly the blessedness of 
the gospel of Christ, and especially its 
efficacy in raising the character of the 
female, and in making her happy herself, 
and a source of happiness to all around 
her. Formerly Radhabaee, like other 
Hindoo females, was entirely devoted to 
objects of sense ; her mind was occupied 
about trifles; her conversation was about 
clothes and ornaments and similar vani- 
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ties. She was no companion for her 
husband; indeed she rather feared him 
as a master, than regarded him with the 
affection of a wife. She-often speaks of 
this now and notices the difference of 
her present condition. 

Now she cen read, and she loves to 
read the Bible; now her thoughts are 
often directed to things which cannot 
fail to expand and elevate the mind and 
heart; now her leisure time is devoted to 
teaching others those precious truths 
which she has learned, and which she 
believes can make them, as well as her- 
self, wise unto salvation; now she of 
course loves her husband, and the mu- 
tual affection and confidence which they 
cherish towards each other are such as, 
I may venture to say, no heathen can 
ever experience, such as none but those 
who are believers together in Jesus 
Christ and heirs together of the grace of 
life can know. 

God has given this couple a little 
daughter. The mother’s heart is filled 
with love to her child, and yet she feels 
it is the Lord’s, and that should he take 
it from her, he will do all things well; 
and if he spares it, it must be devoted to 
his service. 

The gospel of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ has indeed proved a source 
of rich joy to this happy couple. True 
their heathen friends regard them as 
outcasts, and speak of them only as de- 
graded and polluted; but their joys are 
such as the world cannot take from them, 
and their trust is in the Lord their God. 
They see that God is faithful to his 
promises, that to those who forsake 
friends and every thing for his sake and 
the gospel’s, he does indeed give a hun- 
dred fold more in this life, with persecu- 
tions, and in the world to come life ever- 
lasting. 

Of the second female mentioned above, 
and also of her daughter, a more particu- 
lar account was given in our last report, 
and not much need now be added. The 
course of God’s providence in bringing 
this woman under christian influence has 
been somewhat remarkable. She was 
deprived of her husband, removed to a 
distance from all her friends, and thrown 
with her little girl upon the world, with 
very little to support them. In the 
course of her wanderings she came to 
Ahmedcnuggur, and after remaining here 
a short time, was about returning to her 
village, sixty or seventy miles distant, 
when she heard that a school had been 
opened (by Mrs. Abbott) for girls, where 
they were supported, as well as instruct- 
ed. She brought her child to the school, 
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and was herself employed to take care of 
the girls. This was in May, 1837. In 
November of tlie same year all the 
boarding girls were brought together 
into one school, and placed under the 
care of another female of the mission; 
and this little girl was one of the num- 
ber. Since that time she has been a 
constant inmate of the boarding-school, | 
and has always been one of our most! 
forward girls. She is rather a delicate | 
child, as regards bodily health and} 
strength, still we hope that she may yet | 
be spared many years to be a blessing | 
to her people. Early in last year, her | 
mother obtained leave to reside on the | 
premises connected with one of our | 
houses, and she obtained employment in | 
connection with Haripant’s family. The | 
influence of her daughter, and Radha- | 
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prove too great for them. Happy indeed 
should we be, could we see these and 
many others delivered from the shackles 
in which they are held. 


Notices of four other Converts received 
to the Church. 


On Sabbath, the 30th of May, four 
individuals were admitted to the church 
by baptism. One of these is a man who 
resided in a village about twenty-four 
miles distant. Being brought, by busi- 
ness connected with the courts, to Ah- 
mednuggur, and having connections 
among the natives associating with our 
families, he was induced by them to at- 
tend our chapel on the Sabbath. After 
|attending once or twice, he became very 
jmuch interested in listening to the 














baee, and more than all, of the truth || preaching of the gospel, and for more 
which she heard, and which she always ||than a year he continued to come regu- 
listened to with great interest, led her to | larly to the chapel whenever he was in 
cast away her idols, and at length, as we ||town. In the mercy of God his heart 


believe, to put her trust in the Savior. | 
Since her baptism she has continued to 
appear well. She is rather advanced in 
age, and therefore has not attempted to 
learn to read, but every day, when she 
finds leisure, she commits to memory a 
small portion of Scripture or of some | 
religious book. The interest she exhibits 
in listening to the truth is remarkable. | 
In the female prayer meetings, she has | 
recently begun to unite in prayer with | 
her sisters, and her prayers are marked 
with siinplicity and earnestness. 

On the Sabbath after she was baptized, | 
she presented her daughter for baptism. | 
We do hope that this little girl is al-| 
ready a child of God. She has long’) 
seemed to love the society of Christians, 
the reading of the word of God, and the 
exercises of prayer and praise. Still, as 
she was so young, being only about ten 
years old, we feared that we might be 
deceived in regard to her, and thought it 
best that she should be baptized on the 
faith of her mother. We rejoice that 
she has been brought into the visible 
church of Christ, even though it be as 
one of his little ones. She still continues 
in the school and associates with her 
former companions just as before. We 


had some fears that the prejudices of the |. 


girls might be excited by her receiving 
baptism, but it had no such effect, so far 
as we can see, it made them love her 
none the less. Her influence upon two 
or three of her companions, particularly, | 
has been very good, and our hopes have | 
been strongly excited with regard to | 


was opened to receive the truth. He 
was led to see the folly of idolatry, and 
ithe blessedness of the gospel of Christ. 
|'Two or three months ago, he requested 
|baptism, but we feared he was not yet 
prepared. Some time after, when about 
|returning to his village, he said with 
tears to a friend that he feared he should 
‘never be admitted to the christian church, 
and that perhaps he should be left to go 
on in sin down to hell. After an ab- 
‘sence of a few weeks he returned, ex- 
| hibiting stronger evidence than he had 
jever before done, that he was indeed 
|born again. His knowledge of the truth, 
|his abhorrence of idolatry, and his anx- 
‘iety to do what was right, and to avoid 
all occasions of sin, seemed to have in- 
‘creased very rapidly. During his ab- 
sence, he had been careful to do nothing 
which could be construed into a respect 
| for idols or their priests, although it was 
the occasion of his being much persecut- 
ed. fle had abstained from eating meat 
prepared at weddings, at which he had 


'|been present, because he knew it had 


been offered to idols, and he had given 
‘up employments in which he had former- 
ly been engaged, and the emoluments 
connected with them, which were con- 
siderable, because they had some con- 
‘nection with idolatry. 

| In view of these facts we felt no hesi- 
| tation in admitting him into the christian 
jchurch. He isa man of shrewd mind, 
and familiar with the common modes of 
thinking and reasoning on religious sub- 
jects among the Hindoos. Although of 








them. But we fear that the difficulties || low caste (a Mahar,) still he is ove of 
arising from their heathen friends, may '! the most respectable of his class, and is 
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prepared to engage in the instruction of 
some classes of Hindoos with better 
prospects of success than persons who 
have enjoyed greater advantages of birth 
and education. He loves, too, the work 
of making known the truth, and we hope 
to employ him in this way to advantage. 
He has a wife and four children. These 
he has brought to Ahmednuggur, where 
he now resides. On the Sabbath after 
he was baptized all his children were 
presented for baptism. His two eldest 
boys have been placed in the seminary. 
The three other individuals mentioned 
as having been baptized are, a young 
man in the employ of the mission and his 
wife and mother, all of the same caste 
as the man just mentioned. These three 
persons are nearly related to two of our 
native Christians, and have been led to 
the knowledge of truth in a great mea- 
sure through their influence. Mr. Read, 
when in India, admitted to the church a 
blind man, whose name is Gopal. In 
1835 Gopal was married to a blind 
woman, who shortly after received bap- 
tism. ‘They were then both inmates of 
the poor-house. This blind man, al- 
though of low caste, has exerted a very 
favorable influence on all around him. 
He has an excellent mind, and loves 
nothing so much as conversation on the 
word of God. He has committed large | 
portions of it to memory; and although 
blind, probably knows more of divine 
truth than most others connected with | 
us. His wife is sister to the young man, | 
who, with his wife and mother, was ad- | 
mitted to the church as mentioned above. 
The two families have for two or three 
years lived near together, the blind peo- 
ple being dependent on their mother and 
brother for assistance in many things. 
But they have richly repaid them. The 
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of this heathen land and exhibiting the 
principles of the gospel in their daily 
walk and conversation. We hope that 
we shall soon be permitted to welcome 
other heads of families into the church 
of Christ. We have many things to en- 
courage us. Many seem disposed to 
listen to the truth, and we hope that 
some are seeking the salvation of their 
souls. Could we see the Spirit descena 
in power, we should indeed rejoice. 


Mr. Ballantine mentions that one member of 
the church had been removed by death, trusting 
to the last in the Lord her God. 


For all the mercy of God towards us 
since the year commenced, for the pre- 
servation of our lives and health, for the 
power sent to accompany the means of 
grace, and convert the souls of men, and 
for the various blessings we have enjoy- 
ed, both temporal and spiritual, we have 
great reason to be thankful to him from 
whom cometh every perfect gift. Unde- 
serving as we are, he has remembered 
us for good. 
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LETTER FROM MR. BRIDGMAN, 
CANTON, STH APRIL, 1841. 


DATED 


HaAvine resided about two years at Macao, 
'engaged principally in labors connected with 
‘the press, Mr. Bridgman, while on a visit to 
Canton, thus writes— 


After an absence of nearly two years, 
again | am able to write from this pro- 
| vincial city. How changed is the scene! 
|Two years ago the whole foreign com- 
| munity here was held in strict imprison- 











instructions of the blind man have been || ment, and all escape prevented by thou- 
as seed grown in good ground, and the|| sands of armed men. The high author- 
knowledge of divine truth which these || ity of the “Son of Heaven” was made 
people have obtained in this way is re-|| “awfully strict and imposing, in order to 
markable. | humble and subdue the rude barbarians.” 
We have been encouraged by these || Quiet submission was all that remained 
marks of divine favor; especially do we || for the foreigner. Now, from the mouth 
rejoice to see the heads of families de-|) of the river to the city, and all about the 
voting themselves and their households |) foreign factories, not a vestige of native 
to the Lord. By the baptisin of the six || authority exists! All the forts and all 
individuals above meniioned, three fami- | the ships and all the troops of the Chi- 
lies have been brought into connection || nese, along the river and in the vicinity 
with the christian church. There are|| of the factories, have been either de- 
now six christian families connected || stroyed or driven away. 
with us, and of these every adult but one 1 I left Macao on the second, and had 
is a member of thechurch. The children || a good opportunity coming up the river, 


“ape one A le : : 
of these families amount to nine. All|| for seeing the ruins of what a few weeks 
of them have been baptized, five during 


ve i ||ago, were the impregnable defences of 
this year. it is very encouraging to see |/the celestial empire. Nothing can be 
christian families rising up in the midst’ more complete than the work of desola- 
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tion. It has, however, been scrupulously 
confined to the military and naval de- 
fences, now merely heaps of ruins, ex- 
cepting only the fortifications on the 
little island of Wongtong, near the mouth 
of the river. The whole number of 
batteries demolished may be twenty; the 
number of ships of war, large and small, 
sixty; and the killed must be between 
two and three thousand. A great many 
also have been wounded. On the side 
of the English not a man has fallen. 
Sixty or eighty may have been wounded, 
of whom only one has died. There have 
been three deaths by casualties. After 
having destroyed all the defences on the 
river, several random shot having found 
their way far into the suburbs, and some 
over the walls into the city, the British 
hoisted their flag over the factories on 
the 18th ult, just two years from the 
date of the memorable edict of Lin for 
the confiscation of opium. Lin, in dis- 
grace and powerless, was a spectator of 
the scene! It is said that he was, at the 
time the flag was hoisted, at the head of 
a small body of volunteers on the east 
side of the city, prepared to defend one 
of its gates in that quarter. 

Great moderation and magnanimity 
have been displayed by the victors, and 
not only no damage done to private 
property, but every possible protection 
afforded. The number of Chinese troops 
in and about the city is said to be be- 
tween forty and fifty thousand. Many 
of these, at great expense, have been 
brought hither from remote parts of the 
empire. Those from the central pro- 
vinces are, for the most part, slender 
stripplings, or decrepit old men; those 
from Szechuen, on the southwest of the 
empire, are a much better class. Sol- 
diers, however, they are not. Their bows 
and arrows, match-locks, spears, shields, 
helmets, etc., are all mere trumpery. 
The Chinese are as defenceless on land 
as atsea. And the people have far more 
to fear from the presence of the soldiery, 
than have their enemies. 

On the approach of the steamers to 
the city the consternation was fearful. 
From the suburbs almost all the people 
fled, carrying with them iheir effects. 
Great numbers too from within the walls 
fled to the country, taking much property 
with them. Since I arrived here, on 
Saturday, I have been through almost all 
parts of the suburbs, and to several of 
the gates, and conversed with great 
numbers of the people and _ soldiers. 
They seem delighted at the prospect of 
business being resumed, and at the fact 
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that some thirty sail of merchant vessels 
are now at Whampoa, and many of the 
merchants again in the factories. Their 
astonishment is as great as their delight. 
They are beginning to gather courage, 
and are returning to the city in crowds, 
and trade is recommencing, with the 
sanction of the local authorities. Strange! 
| Holding in their hands peremptory com- 
/mands from the emperor, to exterminate 
‘the rebel English, only sending their 
| leaders to Peking, these high provincial 
| Officers and imperial] commissioners are 
| giving them protection and encouraging 
‘the people to come forward and resume 
| their commercial dealings withthem. It 
‘remains to be seen how long this state 
lof things will last. The considerations 
that give it existence, it is fair to sup- 
| pose, will cause its continuance. How- 
| ever, the great points of dispute between 
| the two countries remain to be adjusted. 
|The cabinet minister, Keshen, here so 
| prominent as high commissioner at the 
commencement of the year, has been 
suddenly degraded and recalled; but if 
allowed, as [ suppose he must be, to 
make defence, very likely he may be 
able to justify his policy. How the 
| struggle is to end, it is not easy to say. 
Possibly the Chinese will now cease 
| from their offensive measures, and settle 
| by yielding peacefully as little as possi- 
ble. But they may continue blind and 
/mad, bent on the work of extermination. 
|Which course soever they take, good 
| will doubtless come out of the evils they 
are suffering. The provincial authorities 
are in a sad condition; recover back 
'their lost posts they must, but they can- 
/not; and if the emperor persists in hos- 
| tilities, the end of the reigning dynasty 
may not be distant. For ourselves—we 
'who look and seek for the salvation of 
‘this people, we know not what to prefer. 
|The will of Jehovah, that is best, and 
accordingly we desire to make it our 
prayer that it may be accomplished. I 
shall return to Macao tomorrow, and re- 
main there till the Chrestomathy is 
through the press; and then I design to 


‘return here again, if things remain 
| quiet. 
| April 16. Macao. I returned here as 


I expected. All affairs in Canton, ac- 
cording to late dates, perfectly quiet, 
and the business of the season is being 
| carried on with unexampled facilities 
}and dispatch. Ships capable of carrying 
more than 1,300 tons of teas have act- 
ually been unloaded (having brought in 
cotton) and loaded with teas, in seven 
idays! 
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As a closing remark, Mr. Bridgman says— 


I must not fail to say, however, and 
more explicitly, that we have now good 
reason to be assured that far greater 
security and wider scope are very soon 
to be enjoyed here by those who seek to 
promote the extension of revealed truth 
and the religion of Christ. 











Cherokees. 


LETTER FROM MR. WORCESTER, DATED 
AT PARK HILL, 4TH ave. 1841. 


Report of the Mission Churches. 


THE statements below relate to those only who 
originally joined the mission churches establish- 
ed in the Arkansas country, and those who, hav- 
ing been members of churches before their re- 
moval from their old country, have since their 
removal come forward and become regularly 
connected with the churches where they now 
are. Many of the emigrant church members 
have not as yet attached themselves to any of 
the churches in their new country, and are not 
included here. 

Of the church at Dwight Mr. Worcester re- 
marks— 


The records of the church seem to ex- 
hibit a list of fifty-eight members. But 
it is a time of great religious declension, 
and many of the members are known to 
have backslidden, so that only about 
thirty-seven can be said to be members 
in good standing. Of these, twenty-six 
are Cherokees, and eleven are white 
persons. This church stands in most 
urgent need of a pastor. 

The church at Fairfield numbers sixty- 
six members, chiefly Cherokees, of whom 
sixty-one are in regular standing. 

The church at Park Hall contains 
thirty-one members, of whom only twen- 
ty-five are considered as in par | stand- 
ing. Of these twenty-five, twelve are 
Cherokees, twelve white persons, and 
one black. 

The church at Honey Creek numbers 
forty-three members, all in good stand- 
ing, and nearly all Cherokees. 

The church at Mount Zion contains 
twenty-eight members in regular stand- 
ing. 

Thus we seem to have in all our 
churches about 194 members in good 
standing, of whom nearly 160—I cannot 
tell the exact number—are Cherokees. 

Besides these there is a considerable 
number who were members in good 
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standing of churches in the “Old Na- 
tion,” who have never joined any of the 
churches here. Of some of these we 
have hope, but in general they appear as 
reprobates, 

The aspect of the nation is certainly 
more encouraging, in regard to religion, 
than it was a year ago. Political strife 
has mostly ceased, and among church 


‘|members who were, on that account 


more or less at variance, mutual confi- 
dence and brotherly love seem to have 
returned. There is a better attendance 
on the means of grace, and there are 
more indications that the christian re- 
ligion is yet regarded as an important 
reality. Still, however, at least so far as 
the churches connected with the Board 
are concerned, religion is generally in an 
exceedingly low and languishing state; 
although the church at Honey Creek 
may be regarded as an exception to this 
remark, and the other churches are not 
all equally languishing. 

Our Baptist brethren, I believe, have 
to report large additions to their church- 
es within a few months past. 

I hope this people, injured and op- 
pressed as they ~ been by our coun- 
try, will not be forgotten by the christian 
people of that country in their suppli- 
cations at the throne of e. They 
are not beyond the reach of mercy or of 
hope, but may yet, by the blessing of 
God, become a holy and happy nation. 








Choctaws. 


LETTER FROM MESSRS. KINGSBURY AND 
HOTCHKIN, DATED auGusT, 1841. 


Missionary Labors in the Western Part 
of the Choctaw Country. 


As we have for several months past la- 
bored together in the same district of 
country, it will be convenient and proper 
that we should make a joint report of 
what we hope the Lord has wrought for 
this people. 

The field of our labor is about ninety 
miles in length, extending from the 
neighborhood of Fort Towson westerly, 
and embracing a portion of the popula- 
tion on the lower Kiamichi, and the 
principal settlements on the Boggy and 
the Blue rivers. This portion of the 
country is occupied in common by the 
Choctaws and Chickasaws; the former 
being more numerous in the eastern, 
and the latter in the western parts of it. 


60 











474 Choctaws:—Letter from Messrs. Kingsbury and Hotchkin. Nor. 


The past has been a year of rich 
spiritual blessings, which call for our 
grateful acknowledgmert. Our labors 
on the Blue, and in the upper settlements 
on the Buggy, were commenced about a 
year ago. The blessed effects of the 
gospel were soon manifest, both in the 
conversion of sinners and in the edifica- 
tion of a number who had professed their 
faith in Christ before their immigration to 
the country. On our second visit we 
enjoyed the privilege of organizing a 
new church of about twenty members; 
which has since been increased to sixty- 
four. Additions have also been made to 
the Pine Ridge and Mayhew churches. 
To the three under our care ninety-three 
persons have within the year been re- 
ceived; viz. twenty-five by letter and six- 
ty-eighton examination. These churches 
at the present time, contain 136 mem- 
bers, of different colors and languages, 
and of various attainments. 

At all our preaching places, ten in 
number, we have been favored with a 
serious and increasing attendance. In 
the religious interest that has been ex- 
cited, there has been nothing of the tem- 
pest or the earthquake; but the still small 
voice of the Spirit, as we trust, convinc- 
ing sinners of their sins, and leading 


them to the Lamb of God for pardon and | 


peace. 
Already are the happy effects of the 
gospel visible in those neighborhoods 
where it bas obtained an influence. Its 
reat importance, even to the temporal 


was friendly to the cause of education 
and to the labors of the missionaries, 
A new chief was elected in July last 
who takes a deep interest in the improve- 
ment of his people. He is very desirous 
that a school should be established in his 
own neighborhood, where are quite a 
number of interesting children. The 
| people have offered to supply a mission- 
ary teacher and his family, with such ar- 
ticles as they raise, if one can be obtain- 
ed, but there is no one to go there. 

Mr. J. E. Dwight, the Choctaw young 
man educated in New Lampshire, has 
usually been with Mr. Kingsbury on his 
|| preaching tours, as interpreter. He also 
|| takes a part in other exercises, especially 
\in his own language, and his perform- 
rer are very acceptable to the people. 
|As a leader in singing he excels. He 
jhas also spent eight or ten weeks with 
/Mr. Wright, aiding him in translat- 
|ing a portion of the New Testament. 
| There is great need of one or two 
| missionaries on the Boggy and the Blue 
'rivers, and we have been importuned to 
remove into those parts, with the promise 
|of assistance, if we would do so. Al- 
‘though the ficld, in some important re- 
'spects, is more eligible than where we 

now are, yet we have not seen the path 
of duty made plain for our removal. 

| At Doaksville, one mile from Pine 
Ridge, the people have erected a house 
of worship, which is not yet completed, 
,and which is to be free, for the use of 
‘| the different denominations. The people 








interests of the nation, is now generally of the neighborhood manifest a disposi- 
admitted by those who are enlightened.) tion to attend on the preaching of the 
And when we consider the present gen-|| gospel, and we expect to occupy the 
eration as only the pioneers of the thou- || house about half of the time. 


sands and hundreds of thousands of va-|| There is a manifest advancement, in. 


: 2 oe a 
rious colors and languages, who at no | all respects, in this section of the Choc- 


distant day are to occupy these fertile) taw country. The people generally are 
regions, the importance of having estab-| rising in the scale of social, intellectual, 
lished among them, at this early period,|/ and moral improvement. There is also 
the institutions of the gospel will appear; a small increase of population, witn a 
unspeakably great. || prospect of a still greater one. This re- 
Considerable interest has also been|| mark applies particularly to those of 
manifested the past year on the subject}, mixed blood. There is a pretty large 
of education. Mrs. Hotchkin has taught || class, both of Choctaws and Chickasaws, 
a school at Good-water. Miss T. Wall, |) principally of the full-bloods, who are 
who was educated by the missionaries, || stationary as to improvement, and who 
has been employed by the agent, as/ are diminishing in numbers. These are 
teacher of the government school at) strongly attached to their ancient habits, 
Mayhew on the Boggy. And for the are whiskey-drinkers and _ball-players, 
last seven months Mis. Kingsbury has || seldom if ever attend on the preaching 
had a school at Pine Ridge. These | of the gospel, and manifest no interest in 
schools have not been large, but they || the cause of education. 
have been interesting, and the pupils}, Occasionally a neighborhood of these 
have mace good progress. people, by some kind Providence, are 
Colonel Juzon, the chief of the West- || aroused from their slumbers, and appear 
ern District, in which most of our labors|' disposed to make an effort to escape 
have been performed, died last May. He'' from their darkness and degradation and 
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to come tu the light. This has recently 
been witnessed in a neighborhood near 
Good-water, where the people manifest a 
great desire for instruction. A school 
has been opened by themselves, in which 
Mr. and Mrs. Hotchkin have assisted, 
with some of the natives, and which is 
taught on the Sabbath, and on two or 
three other days of the week. There are 
about forty-five scholars, children and 
adults. 


LETTER FROM MR. WRIGHT AT WHEE- 
LOCK. 


GiviNG an account of his labors and of th 
churches and schools directly under the care of 
himself and his associates at the Wheelock sta- 
tion, Mr. Wright remarks— 


I have, as heretofore, three places of 

reaching, Wheelock, Red River, and 
Bok Tuklo. Ialso preach occasionally 
on the Sabbath at the house of colonel 
Garland. He is amember of the church, 
and is much afflicted, having been for 
more than two years wholly confined to! 
his bed, in consequence of the fall of a) 
tree upon his back. The attendance at 
all these places is encouraging, espe- 
cially at Wheelock. To the Wheelocié 
and Red River church, twenty-two have | 
been added by profession during the| 
year that now closes, and two to the! 
church on Bok Tuklo. Both of these | 
churches are under my pastoral care, | 
and may be considered as one, though | 
not united in a formal manner. In the. 
latter church are twenty members, in the | 
two united ninety-eight. This includes| 
several under church censure. 

During several weeks in the spring) 
our hearts were cheered with the hope of 
a powerful and extensive revival. This) 
we have not witnessed; but there are| 
several who appear to be inquiring after! 
the truth, some of whom will probably | 
unite with the church in September. | 
The admissions to the churches under 
my pastoral care during the missionary 

ear, are as follows. In September four, 

ecember four, March two, April three, 
June nine, and at Bok Tuklo in May 
two; total twenty-four. We have also 
stated prayer-meetings. 

The school at Wheelock has never 
been in a more interesting state than 
during the past year. Fora considera- 
ble part of the time the average daily at- 
tendance has been about thirty-six. We 
have had eleven Choctaw children in our 
family; for a part of these the parents 











pay a moderate price, chiefly in provi- 
sions. Miss Ker has been indefatigable 
in her exertions for the good of the 
school, and the proficiency of the chil- 
dren has been very commendable. 

Miss Burnham has taught a school 
about seven months during the past year 
on Red River, eight miles from Whee- 
lock. The people in the neighborhood 
put up a school-house and a comfortable 
cabin for Miss Burnham. During the 
fall and winter the daily attendance was 
between twenty and thirty. Miss Burn- 
ham closed her school in May, as it was 
not deemed prudent for her to remain on 
Red River later in the summer. She is 
spending the summer at Wheelock, and 
has commenced a writing-school for 
adults. Besides these schools, a school 
was taught four and a half months at 
Bok Tuklo, and one three and a half 
months at Lokfata, Mr. Wood’s former 
residence, both by female native teach- 


ers. 

At Wheelock and Red River there are 
interesting Sabbath schools and Bible 
classes, well attended. About six miles 
from Wheelock a very interesting Sab- 
bath school has been in operation for the 
last three months, with an attendance of 
from fifty to eighty. It is in a neighbor- 
hood that has hitherto manifested much 
indifference to the gospel and to schools. 
This school is under the superintendence 
of Mr. Israel Folsom, who was educated 
at the Cornwall Mission School. He and 
his wife united with the church in De- 
cember last, and he appears ready for 
every good work. 

Pliny Fisk, a native Choctaw, resides 
with me and is pursuing studies with 
reference to becoming a preacher to his 
countrymen. Inthe spring of 1835 he 
went to Marietta, Ohio, to gain a knowl- 
edge of the English language, which, at 
his time of life, he could not have ac- 
quired at home. He has acquired much 
valuable knowledge and habits of study, 
which will add much to his usefulness. 
He appears truly pious, is an excellent 
speaker in his own language, and is very 
acceptable to his people. He acts as a 
catechist and gives instruction every 
Sabbath. 


LETTER FROM MR. BYINGTON AT 
STOCKBRIDGE. 


Mr. Byington, writing under date of August 
4th, from his station called Stockbridge, states 
that six schools had been taught by the mission, 
embracing 157 pupils. Besides these there are 
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three schools tanght within the limits occupied 
by the mission, at the expense of the annuity 
granted to the Choctaws, in conformity with 
their treaty with the government of the United 
States, embracing sixty-seven pupils. The 
Sabbath schools taught in connection with 
these schools, and under the care of the mis- 
sion, embrace 249 pupils. Mr. Byington pro- 
eeeds— 


Tn addition to the above, within a short 
tim:', several other Sabbath schools have 
been commenced for the benefit of per- 
sons of all ages, in which the Choctaw 
and English books are both used. Sev- 
eral captains are among the scholars. 
We hope they may succeed. 

At the present time there is a great 
demand for the labors of teachers, and 
many openings for the preaching of the 
gospel. The labors of your misstonaries 
are well appreciated by the people. 

At Mayhew on the Boggy, I was lately 
present on the Sabbath. The names of 
thirty-three Sabbath scholars were en- 
tered, besides those of the day school. 
About sixteen miles farther up the same 
stream, near the house of the present! 
chief, colonel Isaac Folsom, is another | 
Sabbath school. It has but | 





been opened. And it is taught by Mr. 
Nicholas Cochnaver. On the Blue, | 
twenty-five miles southwest of colonel 
Folsom’s, there is another Sabbath school | 
taught by a Miss James, a member of | 
our church. I lately visited the place. 
and found them all assembled, and they 
had been assembled for two days, read- | 
ing, singing, and praying. 

‘On the Son te 4 of Kiamichi, five 
miles north of Good Water, another 
school has recently been commenced 
with promising appearances. I could 
mention one seven or eight miles from 
Wheelock, and another twelve miles 
south of this place, and [ could describe 
an increased interest in the cause of 
education, and tell you how our house is 
filled on the Sabbath morning with 
scholars, But perhaps by the time this | 
shall reach you, and the ink be thorough- | 
ly dry, these pleasant prospects may be 
greatly changed. And yet you wish to 
now all about those circumstances 
which affect our labors. | 

In addition to the above, I will alzo | 
make a brief report respecting our church- | 
es. In the month of April last, at a, 
meeting of the missionaries, Mr. Hotch- | 
kin was ordained as an evangelist. At’ 
that time we had under our care six 
churches, containing 271 members, dis- | 
tributed as follows :— 








AA die Mis ‘ 7] 
since. contributions. 
Monntain Fork, 78 3 $44,75 
Wheelock, 67 9 
Greenfield, 69 2 
Pine Ridge, 38 2 325,06 
Mayhew, 29 3 41,50 
Chickasaw, 40 24 
27 4 $108,31 


According to our records we have 
now the names of 314 persons as church 
members. Some of them are indeed our 
help and our joy. We think it is ob- 
vious to one even riding through the na- 
tion, that there are improvements in the 
vicinity of the schools, and the meeting- 
houses. The cause of temperance is 
once more gaining ground. And thus 
far this season there has been but little 
fatal sickness. 











Pawnees. 
LETTER FROM MR. DUNBAR, DATED 
3ist guy, 1841. 


Removal to the Pawnee Villages—Pros- 
pect of Collecting the Indians. 


OwiNG to the wandering habits of the Paw- 
nees, the mission families have till recently re- 
mained at Bellevue, the seat of the United 
States’ agency for the Pawnees, the brethren of 
the mission going among the Indians, instruct- 
ing them, and exerting over them whatever in- 
fluence their circumstances permitted. Owing 
to arrangements made by the agent for carrying 
the treaty with the Pawnees into effect, and 
inducing them to Jead a settled and agricu!:ural 
life, the mission families left Bellevue, 30th of 
April, and arrived at the site of the contemplat- 
ed Pawnee settlement May 17th. Of their re- 
ception and prospects Mr. Dunbar writes— 


Four days before we reached this 
lace we met the first chief of the Grand 
awnees, with a small party of his men, 

who had come to greet us and to en- 
deavor to induce us to take residence on 
an island of the Platte near his village. 
To his proposal we could not listen for a 
moment, and of course gave him no en- 
couragement. Though it was not yet 
noon, he pressed us to turn aside and 
spend the night with him. We did so. 
He used various arguments to persuade 
us to comply with his request, but we 
were inflexible; and in the morning he 
pursued his journey to the agency, and 
we ours to this place. Towards night 
we met the first chief of the Tapage 
band, with about twenty of his men on 
horseback. He had already been out 
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“one sleep,” waiting for us, and had 
come to welcome us and desire us to 
form our station at this place. We spent 
the night with him and in the morning 
he returned to his village. 

This spot is that which Mr. Allis and 
myself selected as the most suitable lo- 
cation for the Pawnees when we came 
out for that purpose in the avtumn of 
1839. It is on the north side of the 
Loup Fork of the Platte river, some 
thirty miles from its mouth, from eight 
to fifteen miles from the different vil- 
lages, and from 100 to 125 miles from 
Bellevue. We are thus far from any 
whites. After coming to this place our 
first object was, as the phrase is, “to put 
in a corr crop,” which was done ona 
small creek, something less than two 
miles below this. The crop now ap- 
pears promising. Our gardens are do- 
ing well, when the lateness of the sea- 
son at which they were planted, and that 
the land had not before been cultivated, 
are taken into the account. This is a 
fine corn country, and I know not why 
wheat may not be cultivated to advan- 
tage. On the little creek where we now 
are, are a multitude of (I shall call them) 
little low bottoms, containing from a 
quarter of an acre to five acres each. 
These are covered with a luxuriant 
growth of weeds, and when these are 
burnt off, or removed in the spring, the 
soil is very mellow and may be easily 
ploughed with one yoke of oxen or dug 
up with the hoe; and when properly 
tended, it will produce an excellent crop 
of corn, pumpkins, melons, etc.—just the 
thing for Indians. 

Since coming here we have erected 
three log huts, sixteen feet by twelve, 
covered with earth. After camping out 
about nine weeks, my family think they 
have a pretty good house. In the au- 
tumn we intend making a permanent lo- 
cation on Plum Creek, less than two 
miles from this place. 

The same day that we reached this 
place the agent, with his carriage and 
ox-team loaded with flour, sugar, and 
coffee, also came. He had performed 
the journey in much less time than we. 
The flour, etc., was intended as a present 
to the Pawnees; and just before night 
the chiefs and some of the principal men 
in the villages met him near our encamp- 
ment. He held a council with them and 
they determined to come here next 
spring. They will come in the autumn 
and cut the timber for building, and get 
all things in readiness to set up their 
dwellings early in the spring. They 
may not all come at once, but they will 








I think all ultimately settle here. ‘The 
chiefs have paid us very respectful visits, 
and so have many of the most respecta- 
ble men. Some of them seem to take a 
deep interest in our welfare. They 
brought us a pretty good supply of but- 
falo meat, and even till we were obliged 
to tell them to stop. We gave them in 
exchange, calico, domestic cotton cloth, 
etc., at the rate of a yard of the Jatter for 
a bushel of corn. We could probably 
buy almost any quantity at that rate, 
when they have a good crop. 

With regard to our prospects I know 
not what to say, but for my own part I 
think they are, on the whole, brighten- 
ing. We greatly need more hands than 
ours to do all that should be done here, 
We do hope you will be able to send us 
helpers ere long. Three of the bands 
will occupy land within about a mile of 
our settlement, on Plum Creek, and the 
other within three miles, Myself and 
family have enjoyed good health since 
we left Bellevue. All are now well. 











RECENT INTELLIGENCE. 


Crvton.—On the I4th of October the Rev. 
B. C. Meigs, and the Rev. Messrs. Samuel G. 
Whitilesey, Robert Wyman, and John C. 
Smith, and their wives embarked at Boston, on 
board the ship Brenda, captain Ward, for Co- 
lombo, Ceylon. From that place they will pro- 
ceed, by the earliest opportunity, to join the 
mission in the Jaffna District, on the northern 
part of the island. Mr. Meigs, it will be re- 
membered, was one of the company of mission- 
aries who commenced the Ceylon mission, and 
the second company sent from the American 
churches to the heathen, having embarked at 
Newburyport, 23d October, 1815. twenty-six 
years ago. Having been absent from his na- 
tive land nearly twenty-five years, Mr. Meigs 
arrived in Philadelphia, with his family, 9th 
May, 1840; and since that time he has visited 
the churches in this country extensively, ad- 
dressing them on the missionary work; and hav- 
ing made arrangements for his children to re- 
main here, he now embarks agaiy to resume his 
labors in that interesting mission, in establishing 
and promoting which he has spent so large a 
part of his life. Mrs. Meigs remains in this 
country with her children for the present. 

In company with the missionaries of the 
Board mentioned above, the Rev. Mr. Heyer, 
of the German Lutheran Church in the United 
States, also embarked, expecting to commence 
a mission, under the auspices of his own com- 
munion, among the Teloogoos, a people of six 
or eight millions, occupying the country north- 
west of Madras. 
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A meeting, preparatory to the departure of 
this company, was held in Park-street Church, 
on Sabbath evening, the 11th, at which Mr. 
Meigs delivered an address, which was accom- 
panied by the usual devotional services. 


Mr. Minor writes from Manepy, 5th June, 
that Messrs. Spaulding and Cope were about to 
start for Batticaloe, a post occupied by the 
English Wesleyan missionaries, on the eastern 
side of the island, with a view to help the breth- 
ren there. The Rev. Mr. Stott, stationed at 
Batticaloe, wrote May 12th— 


The work of God is prospering among us to 
a considerable extent. Since the beginning of 
last October we have had 169 baptisms, and 
hundreds, if not thousands, more are earnestly 
desirous to read our Scriptures and tracts, with, 
I believe, an earnest desire to know the truth. 
The ery on every hand is, Give us the Serip- 
tures : we want io read and know the doctrines | 
which you teach. And even those who cannot | 
read themselves beg for the word of life, that | 
they may have the opportunity of getting it read | 
by a passing stranger. | 





| 


Batavia anxp Sitam.—The Rev. Messrs. | 
Stephen Johnson, I. P. Stryker, and W.'T. Van | 
Doren, who embarked at Boston for Batavia in | 
November of last year, arrived at Batavia 18th | 
of March. Mr. Johnson re-embarked on the | 
8th of April for Singapore, where he arrived on 
the 21st, and expected to leave in four or five | 
days for Bankok. Messrs. Stryker and Van | 
Doren are expected to join the mission in | 
Borneo. 


Nestorians—Mr. William R. Stocking, 
teacher and catechist connected with the mis- 
sion, was, on the 18th of April last, ordained at 
Ooroomiah as a missionary, by an ecclesiastical 
council consisting of the missionary laborers at 
that station. 











Donations, 
RECEIVED IN SEPTEMBER. 


Sot if Foreign Missions in Ref. Dutch chh. 
. R. Thompson, New York, Tr. 
(or: which fr. Kinderhook, N. Y. Sab. 
sch. miss. so. for Homer Blanchard, 





Ceylon, 60; ded. prev. rec’d, 405) 236 05 
Addison co. vt. Aux. So. A. Wit 
cux, Tr. 63 
Bristol, Cong. chh. 871 
Salisbury, do. 
Shoreham, Mrs. L. Hunt, 80; L. 
Hunt, 21; 101 00 
143 00 
Ded. loss on unc. notes, 1 06—141 94 


Auburn and vic.N. Y. By H. peat, Jr. Agent, 
Auburn, Ist presb. chh. 109,84; 
mon. con, 76,36; 2d do. 127, 43; 313 63 
Berkshire, Cong. chh. 12 00 





Candor, 16 62 
Cincinnatus, Cong. chh. 30 15 
Danby, Coll. 20 00 
De Ruyter, Presb. chh. 7 75 
Dryden, Gent. 50; la. 7,43; 57 42 


Donations. 





Elbridge, Presb. chh. mon. con. 18 34 
Genoa, Ist presb. chh. 680 52 
Homer, Cong. chh. 225; less c. 

note, 5; 220 00 
Huron, 3 07 
Jordan, Presb. chh. 46 50 
Lysander, Presb. chh. mon. con. 20 00 
Mecklenberg, Chh. 3 88 
Newark Valley, 1 37 
Phenix, 4 08 
Pitcher, 6 50 
Portage, Coll. 3 81 
Preble, lst presb. chh. to consti- 

tute Rev. E. H. Payson an 

Hon. Mem. 50 00 
Scott, Cong. chh. 20 09d 
Union, Presb. chh. 2 59 
Woicott, Coll. 45 00—983 14 


Barnstable co. Ms. Aux. So. W. Crocker, Tr. 
West Barnstable, Gent. and la. for 
sup. of Mr. Peet, Siam, 
Berkshire co. Ms. Aux. So. Rev. H. N. 
Brinsmade, Tr. 
Otis, Coll. 15 
Boston and vic. Ms. By 8S. A. Danforth, Agent, 
(Of which fr. Rev. CHartes Cieve- 
LaNpb, Which constitutes him an Hon. 
Mem. for Charles Cleveland, Ceylon, 
40; for Mehitable Cleveland, do. 20; 
Miss 8. Tuttle, 30,25; a friend, 10; 
M. B. H. 5;) 
Caledonia co. Vt. Confer. of Chhs. 
E. Fairbanks, Tr. 
Barnet, Cong. chh. 
Peacham, do. 
St. Johnsbury, by cong. chh. 
103,09; 3d 8,34; lll 43 
Waterford, A “friend, 
Charleston and vic. 8. C. Aux. So. 
R. L. Stewart, Tr. 
(Of which fr. Circular chh. mon. con. 
and coll. 354,95; asso. 161; la. work. 
so. for native ministry, Ceylon, 150; 
col’d mem. to ed. three young men 
at Cape Palmas, 64; Ia. for E. Ball, 
Singapore, lui; a young gent. 100; 
John’s Isl. and Wadmalaw, coll. 
230; col’d mem. 20,62;) less dis. 22,50; 1,477 50 
Chautauque co. N.Y. Aux. So. J. Ken- 
yon, Tr. 60 
Chittenden co. Vt. Aux. So. W. J. Seymour, Tr. 
Burlington, Presb. chh. mon. con. 


35 00 


12; an indiv. 5; 17 00 
Jericho, 2d chh. la. 10 00 
Underhill, An indiv. 1 00 
Wilisboro’, N. Y. Chh. 15 10—-43 00 


Cumberland co. Me. Aux. So. D. Evans, Tr. 
Brunswick, Ist par. Sab. sch. 
for chil. in Ceylon, 12 09 
Gorham, Benev. so. 75 00 
Portland, 2d cong. chh. mon. 
con, 93,80, High-st. chh. mon. 
con. 53,74; 
Saccarappa, Chh. 
Standish, Evan. chh. and so, 11; 
chil. 1; 2 00—266 54 
Essex co. North, Ms. Aux, So. J. Caldwell, Tr. 
Hampstead, Mary D. Kelly, dec’d, 3 00 
Newbury, Byfield, Mr. Durant’s 
80. coll. 43,64; mon. con. 21,36; 65 00—68 00 
'M. Rich- 


147 54 
20 00 


Essex co. South, Ms. Aux. So. C. 
ardson, Tr. 
Salem, United mon. con. in 8. chh. 
12,50; do. in Crombie-st. chh. 13,31; 25 82 
Geneva and vic. N. Y. By C. A. Cook, Agent, 
Aurora, Presb. chh. 37 37 


Bristol, do. 16 71 
Geneva, Presb. chh. 92,63; C. A. 
Cook, 50; Mrs. S. M. Hop- 
kins, 25; J. Sutherland, 25; 
E. Dwight, 20; G. P. Mow- 
ry, 10; 222 63 
Ludlow, Presb. chh. 17 50 
Manlius, do. 143 67 
Otisco, A bal. 37 78 
Ovid, Presb. chh. 33 08 
Penn’ Yan, do. S = 
‘ompey, Coll. 
a 6 52 


Portageville, Chh. 
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‘Salina, Presb. chh. 47 11 Norfolk co. Ms. Aux. So. Rev. Dr. Burgess, Tr. 
Sherburne, “iss Clarrissa Fol- Dedham, Miss Z. P. Grant, to 
lett, dec’d, 50 00 constitute Mrs. Hannan C. 
Syracuse, Cong. chh. 56,96; Brices an Hon. Mem. 100 00 
presb. chh. 54,19; 111 15—809 77 Dorchester, Rev. Dr. Codman, 
Grafton co. N. H. Aux. So. W. Green, Tr. (in addition to his ann. sub.) 
Haverhill, Sab. sch. for Joseph towards liquidating the debt 
Gibbs aud Abel K. Merril, of the Board, 100; a friend, by 
> Ceylon, 11 45 do. for do. 50; 150 00 
Lebanon, Cong. chh. mon. con. 50 00 Dover, ‘I'wo chil. 50 
Piermont, . con. 3 &8—65 33 Frankiin, Mon. con. 33 17 
Greene co. N. Y. Aux. So. Rev. Dr. Porter, Tr. |\ Roxbury, Eliot chh. and so. 
Catskill, Esther Thorp, 5 00) mon. con. 19,43; av. of gold 
Hampden co. Ms. Aux. So. C. Merriam, Tr. ring, 37¢. 19 80303 47 
Monson, A. W. Porter, (of which to | Northampton and vic. Ms. Aux. So. 
constitute Rev. Exrtas C. SHarp of | J. D. Whitney, Tr. 
Atwater, O.,an Hon. Mem. 59;) 500 00 | Belchertown, Coll. 26 27 
Harmony Confer. of chhs. Ms. W. C. Capron, = || Orange co. Vt. Aux. So. H. Hale, Tr. 
Westboro’, Cong. chh. mon. con. 2 85 Fairlee, Cong. chh. f 
( Hartford co. Ct. Aux, So, J. RK. es yt Tr. Post Mills Village, Cong. chh. 15 47 
? Avon West, Vershire, Nancy Moody, 2 00—-20 62 
Barkhams:ted, Mon. con. 2 o7 Palestine Miss. So. Ms. E. Alden, Tr. 
Bloomfield. do. 10 63 North Bridgewater, Ist par. la. 21 88 
7 East Hartford, Miss Stanley, 12 00 North Scituate, Ortho. chh. 
| East Windsor, Theolog. Lns. 50; mon. con. 11 13—33 01 
a friend, 1; N.so. coll. 7; Miss Penobscot co. Me. Aux. So. E. F. 
E. ©. 5, sab. seh. 2,46; Wap- Duren, Tr. 17 7 
ping so. la. 3,20; 69 26 Bangor, Hammond st. chh. coll. 
Farmington, Ist so. gent. 333,42; 7 88; mon. con. 17,89, Ist par. 
Ja 347,01, (of Which to consti- sab. sch. N. D’s class, 1,75; 
tute Asanet ‘THompson an J. Pierson, for a sch. at Cey- 
Hon. Mem, 100;) 2d so. gent. lon, 25; 102 52—190 Q7 
46,59, la. 31,47; mon. con, Rockingham co. N. H. Confer. of Chhs. 
14,93, coll. 9,95; la. sew. so. 18; 801 37 J. etal Tr. 
Granby, LE. so. coll. 52 66 Deerfield, Fem. miss. so. 20 60 
Hartford, W. so. H. 8. 1 00 Seabrook and Hampton Falls, 
; Hartland East, Levi and Polly Evan. cong. so. which and 
A Case, 30 00 prev. dona. constitute Rev. 
Manchester, Gent. 2&4 50 Sereno T. Assott, an Hon. 
Simsbury, A la. 3 00 Mem. 20 00——40 60 
Suffield, Mon. con. 35 00 Strafford co. N. H. Aux. So. E. J. Lane, Tr. 
Terrysville, Miss 8. Cowles, 2 00 Gilmanton, Old par. L. W. Gilman, 
Unionville, Mon. con. 13 25 Sullivan co. N. H. Aux. So. N. Whittelsey, Tr. 
—— Acworth, A friend, to constitute Rev. 
1,321 14 Tuomas Epwarps an lion. Mem. 50 00 
Ded. loss on unc. bills, etc. 3 01-1,318 13 || Tolland co. Ct. Aux. So. J. R. Flyut, Tr. 
Hartford co. South, Ct. Aux. So. H. 8. Ward, Tr. Somers, Gent. 84; la. 84,44; mon. 
Glastenbury, Ist so. mon. con. con. 19; G. Risley, 20 ; (of which 
88,00; a friend, 2; do. 10; chil. to constitute Emory Pease an 
mater. asso, 5,72; 124 52 Hon. Mem. 100;) 207 44 
Southington, Gent. and la. 494 L0—618 52 South Coventry, La. 37 27—244 71 
Kennebec, Me. Confer. of chhs. B. — Tr. 7 of the Mississippi, Aux. So. 
f Augusta. H. Sewall, 15 00 . L. Weed, Tr. 1,764 17 
Hallowell, Mrs. 8. E. Bond, to Washington co. Vt. Aux. So. J. W. Howes, Tr. 
constitute Rev. Rosext Pace Stow, Mon. con. 
of Levant, an Hon, Mem. 50 00—65 00 || Windham co. Vt. Aux. So. Rev. C. Kidder, Tr. 
Lincoln co. Me. Aux. So. Rev. J. C. Goss, Tr. Brattleboro’ East, Sab. sch. for 
Bath, 3d cong. so. mon. con. 37 54 Charles Walker, Ceyion; 20 00 
Boothbay, Coll. 41,70; mon. con. Halifax, Mon. con. 10 00—30 00 
43,38; 85 08—122 62 || Windham co. South, Ct. Aux. So. Z. Storrs, Tr. 
Litchfield co. Ct. Aux. So. C. L. Webb, Tr. Ashford, Ist so. gent. 42,50; la. 34; 

’ Colebrook, Gent. 79,50; la. 57,50; mon. con, 23,50; 160 00 
mon, con. 15; (of which to | Windsor co. Vt. Confer. of Chhs. J. Fran- 
constitute Mrs. JerusHa E, cis and E, C. Tracy, Trs. 

Stocx1nG, Ooroomiah, an Hon. Weathersficld Bow, Mon. con. 6 68 
Mem. 100;) 152 00 Woodstock, N. so. mon. con. 25 31—-31 99 
Litchfield, Misses Deming, 40 00—192 00 || Worcester co. North, Ms. Aux. So. 
Middlesex South, Ms. Conf. of Chhs. O. Hoyt, Tr. RB. Hawkes, Tr. 
? Concord, Catharine Kendell, Winchendon, Rev. D. O. Morton and lady, 5 00 
dec’d, for bibles in for. lands, 3 62 York co. Me. Confer. of Chhs. Rev. I. Kimball, Tr. 
Holliston, Mon. con. 12,55; fem. Scotland Parish, Mon. con. 6 50 
benev. read. so. for Choc, —_— 
miss. 3; ded. loss on Chelsea Total from the above sources, $11,209 12 
note, 8&8, 14 67 
Sherburne, Juv. se. for Ceylon 
miss. 20 68—38 97|| VARIOUS COLLECTIONS AND DONATIONS 
New Haven City, Ct. Aux. So. By W. G. 
Hooker, Agent, A friend, 100; do. 10; a pastor, 5; a lady, 25c. 115 25 
New Haven, N. chh. sab. sch. asso. Adrian, Mich, Ist cong. so. juv. so. and 
' for Nestorian miss. 31,77; Ist cong. sab. sch. for Hannah Tomlinson, Bombay, 14 09 
chh. 14; 45 77 || Albany, N. Y. 4th presb. chh. 50 00 
New Haven co. Ct. Western Conso. Amsterdam Village, N. Y. Presb. chh. 
A. Townsend, Jr. Tr. mon. con. 22 45 
Hamden, Mt. Carmel, Chh. and cong. 8 00 || Arkport, N. Y. Miss A. Hurlbut, 10 00 
New York City and Brovklyn, Aux. So. Babylon, N. Y. Presb. chh. mon. con. 11 75 
J. W. Tracy, Tr. Baltimore, Md. 5th presb. chh. 105 88 
{Of which fr. Jou C. Cass, 50; which Bedford, Ms. Mon. con. 32 61 
and prev. dona. constitute him an Beloit, Wis. Ter. Cong. so. mon. con. 15 00 
Hon. Mem.) 795 53 || Bennington, Vt. 1st cong. chh. mon. con. 14 67 
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Bethany, Pa. ist presb. chh. and cong. 
82,15; mon. con. 9,50; 

Black Creek, N. Y. Presb. chh. and cong. 

Bloomfield, N. J. Presb. chh. mon. con, 

Bridgehampton, N. Y. Select fem. sch. 

Bridz zeton, N. J. Rk Rev. J. L. Bartlett, 

Bucksport. Me. Mon. con. 

Connecticut, Cash, 

Cornersville, Ten. A. Stinson, 

Elizabethtown, N. J. Union fem. miss. so, 
of Ist and 2d chhs. for David Magie and 
Nicholas Murray, Ceylon, 

Eutaw, Ala. A friend, a tithe off. 

Fayetteville, Pa. J. Darby, 

Fort Towson, Ark. Mon. con. 

Germantown, Pa. Sab. sch. class, 

Gettysburg, Pa. Presb. chh. mon. con. 

Harrisburg, Pa. James W. Wier, which 
and prev. dona. constitute him an Hon. 
Mem. 25; an indiv. 25; 

Hunter, N. Y. Presb. chh. mon. con. 

Jackson, Pa. Z. Bisbee, 

Jacisonville, Fila. O. Congar, 

Jamaica, N. Y. Presb. chh. mon. con. 

Jefferson, N. Y. Presb. chh. 

Jerusalem, G. Catlett, 18; Rev. Dr. Olin, 9; 
Col. Colquhoun, 4,66; 

Kingsboro’, N. Y., 8. G. Hildreth, 20; . 
A. Potter, 10; C Mills, 9; indiv. 55 ,06 

Lakeville, N. Y. Fem. sew. so. 

Lancaster co. Pa. A friend, 

Lawrenceville, N. Y. Presb. chh. mon. con. 
10, Mrs. M. Hudson, 5; 

Lisbon, Md. By Rev. Mr. Hamner, 

Livingstonville, N. Y. Presb. chh. miss. so. 

Marvaretta Furnace, Pa. A lady, 

Methuen, Ms. Juv. miss. asso. for S. G. 
Pierce, Ce om 

Montreal, L. C. 

Morristown, N. 5 Ist chh. mon. con. 25; 
Mrs. ©. B. Arden, which and prev. 
dona. constitute B. Bakewett AtTerR- 
sury of New York, an Hon. Mem, 50; 

Mount Morris, N. Y. ist presb. chh. 

Natchez, Miss. A friend, 

Newark, N. J. Rev. A. D. Eddy, to consti- 
tute Rev. Georce Scort of Stockholm, 
Sweden, an Hon. Mem. 50; a few 
friends, 27; Ist presb. chh. 13; 

Newark, Del. T. D. Bell, 

New Berlin, Pa. Mrs. Townsend’s sch. 5; 
Miss T. 5 

Newburgh, N. Y. Union chh. to constitute 
Rev. J. McJimsey of Montgomery, and 
Rev. James Laincof Andes, Hon. Mem. 
(of which for Ind. Nestorians, 25; for 
dis. of tracts, 25;) 

New Castle, Del. A friend, for James N. 
Black, Ceylon, 25; fem. miss. so. 17,50; 
New Germantown, N. J. Evan. Luth. Zion 

chh. mon. con. 

New Providence, N. J. Presb. chh. coll. 

Newton, Ms. E. par. mon. con. 31,70; 
W. par. B. Eddy, 2; 

New York, A prot. episcopalian, 

Norfolk, Va. J. D. Johnson, which and 
prev. dona. constitute Mrs, Saran C. 
Jounson of Morristown, N. J. an Hon. 
Mem. 

Norwalk, Ct. Eowarv W. Srvart, for the 
Ind. Nestorians, which constitutes him 
an Hon. Mem. 

Nunda, N.Y. 1st presb. chh. 28; chil. of 
mater. asso. 2,19; 

Perryville, Pa. Rev. J. Nourse, 

Philadelphia, Pa. Central presb. chh. A. 
Henry, 100; Mrs. E. J. Henry, 50; a lady, 
6; 5th ‘presb. chh. mon. con. 50; J. M. 
Hanson, 30; W. E. Dubois, 20; 10th 
presb. chi. for Henry A. Boardman, 
Alerander W. Mitchell, William Shippen, 
Winthrop Sargent,and I. Engle Negus, 
Cape Palmas, 25; sab. sch. miss. so. of 
Wes. presb. chh. for sem. at Sandw. Ist. 
20; for sem. at Singapore, 20; Miss Ba- 


yard, ¢ 25; a friend, 10; do. towards pay. 
of debt, 5; W. C. 5; Miss M. 1; Miss F. 
9,70; Mrs. 


5; a lady, 5; Mrs. Langdon, 
N. 


. 5; 
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Pittsburgh, Pa. 3d presb. chh. 

Providence, R. I. A friend, 

Richland, Mich. Ist presb. chh. mon. con. 

Richmond, Va. A lady, 

Rochester, N.Y. Ist presb. chh. sab. sch. 
for miss. to Syria, 

Rockford, Ul. Ist cong. chh. mon. con. 
6,69; fem. miss. so. 10,23; 

Rock Prairie, W.'T. Mon. con. 

Scienreville, N. Y. Presb. chh. mon. con. 

Sheldon, N. Y. 2d cong. chh. 

Somerset, N. Y., O. P. Wright, for Druzes, 

Southampton, N.Y. Sab. sch. for Mahratta 
chil. 

Troy, Mich. E. Judd, 

Union Corners, N. Y. ’Presb. chh. 

Unknown, A lady 

Vernon, N.Y. Me Vernon presb. so. 

Wantage, N. J. 2d presb. chh. 

West Bloomfield, N. J. Presb. chh. 

Wilmington, Ms. A friend, 

Wilmington, Del. Hanover-st. chh. mon. 


20 
50 
14 
5 
20 
16 
16 
10 
20 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
92 
50 
00 
00 
50 
00 
00 
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con, 105; Mrs. A. M. Jones, 10; 115 00 
$14,087 44 
LEGACIES. 

Boston, Ms. Mrs. Margaret Gibbens, by 8. 
H. Walley, Jr. Ex’r, 300 00 

Derry, N. H. Ammi Brown, bal. of legacy, 

by Sylvanus Brown, 100; int. 2,47; 
nog Tec *d, 100;) 102 47 

Keene, N. H. Miss Susan Woodward, by 
E. Aa Ex’r, 40 00 

Tewksbury, Ms. Sarah F. Rogers, by W. 
Rogers, Ex’r, 10 00 
$452 47 


Amount of donations and legacies acknowledged in 
the precedins lists, $14,539 91. Total frem Au- 
gust lst, to September 30th, 330,746 92. 


DONATIONS IN CLOTHING, &c. 


Albion, N. Y., A box, fr. presb. cong. for 
Mr. Beadle, Beyroot. 

Bloomfield, N. J., A box, fr. fem. miss. so. 
in sem. for Mr. Spaulding, Ceylon. 

Craftsbury, Vt. A box, for Mr. James, 


Cape Palmas, 25 00 
Cuyahoga Falis, O. Clothing, fr. juv. miss. 

so. 9; paper, 3; 12 00 
Dudley, Ms. A box, fr. la. sew. so. for 

Oregon miss. 37 92 
Hartford, Ct. (via) A box, for Mr. Stock- 

ing, Ooroomiah. 
Lerington, N. Y., A box, for Mr. Hitchcock, 

Sandw. Isl. 32 50 
Methuen, Ms. A box, fr. fem. benev. so. for 

Mr. Smith, Ceylon, 20 00 
New Haven, Vt. A box, fr. la. so.; writing 

paper, 2 reams, fr. W. Barton. 
Northford, Ct. A box, fr. juv. so. for a 

youth at Pine Ridge, 11 00 
Portland, Me. A box, fr. fem. miss. sew. 

cir. of 3d par. for Ooroomiah, 10 00 
Rindge, N. U1., A box, fr. fem. char. so. 

and huv. so. for Mr. Boutwell, La Pointe, 27 17 

Springfield, Vt. A box, fr. sab. sch, chil. 

for Mrs. Butler, Fairfield, 57 00 
West Exeter, N. Y., A barrel and box, for 

Mr. Castle, Sandw. Isl. 
Windham, O, Clothing, etc. fr. la. asso. 

55,48; dried fruit, 5; 60 48 





The following articles are respectfully solicited from 
Manufacturers and others. 


Printing paper, writing paper, blank-books, 
quills, slates, etc., for the missions and mission 
schools. 

Shoeg, hats, blankets, coverlets, sheets, pillow- 
cases, towels, shirts, socks, stockings, fulled cloth, 
flannel, domestic cotton, etc. 





he 


